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ON THE JOURNEY 


A Message 

from Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 



This is the day of new beginnings, time to remember, 
and move on ... These words are from a familiar 
hymn we often sing in the church on the first Sunday 
of the new year. 

I have always been intrigued by the phrase, “time 
to remember and move on.” Sometimes, it is hard to 
“move on.” Sometimes, we don’t want to “move on.” 
Sometimes, we should not “move on,” but remain in 
the question as we sort out where life might take us 
next. 

If you are a planner like I am, I always want to 
know what is next.. .1 want to move on. It is often dif¬ 
ficult for me to simply be in the moment and remain 
keenly aware of where the Spirit might be stirring and 
leading. 

I have been reading many of the blog and Facebook 
posts of our pastors and lay folks. A couple have 
suggested a theme for the year or a word that might 
guide them through the coming year. I wondered, 
contemplated and pondered whether a word might be 
a great way for me to “move on” into the coming year. 

There is a great deal of ministry ahead for us as an 
annual conference. Frankly, I want to move slowly 
and intentionally as I deeply listen for how we might 
“move on” as a conference and as a people called 
United Methodist in Louisiana who are keenly aware 
of where the Spirit might be stirring and leading. 

Are we making measured progress toward our 
preferred future? Are we any closer to having 500 
congregations who are leading others to an abundant 
life in Christ; engaging in the community; learning, 
living and telling the gospel story; reaching out and 
drawing in people from all walks of life resulting in 
vibrant, alive and vital congregations? 

So, what is my word? STEWARD. How will I per¬ 
sonally STEWARD my time and resources in order to 
reach our preferred future? I looked up the defini¬ 
tion of STEWARD .. . 


stew-ard 

Vst(y)oord\ 

noun: steward; plural noun: stewards 

1. a person who looks after the passengers on a 
ship, aircraft, or train and brings them meals, 
synonyms: flight attendant, cabin attendant; More a 
person responsible for supplies of food to a college, 
club, or other institution. 

2. an official appointed to supervise arrangements 
or keep order at a large public event, for example a 
sporting event. 

synonyms: official, marshal, organizer 
"the race stewards" 
short for shop steward. 

3. a person employed to manage another's property, 
especially a large house or estate. 

synonyms: (estate) manager, agent, overseer, 
custodian, caretaker; historicalreeve 
"the steward of the estate" 
a person whose responsibility it is to take care of 
something. 

verb: steward; 3rd person present: stewards; past 
tense: stewarded; past participle:stewarded; gerund 
or present participle: stewarding 

1. (of an official) supervise arrangements or keep 
order at (a large public event). 

"the event was organized and stewarded properly" 

2. manage or look after (another's property). 


I dream of an annual conference that directs, looks 
after, organizes, and takes responsibility for directing 
our resources-human, fiscal, physical and spiritual- 
to reach our preferred future. Maybe even an annual 
conference that “brings meals,” feeding a world hun¬ 
gry for the Good News that the gospel brings. I dream 
that in 2015, we might use all that we have-preaching, 
teaching, social media and old fashioned word-of- 
mouth-to tell the story of this abundant life in Christ 
that feeds souls, that marshals in the Good News. 

Can you imagine what might happen if we took 
pride in being stewards of God’s Kingdom? So much 
so that we might experience heaven on earth as it is in 
heaven? 

I don’t know what word might guide you in this 
coming year. Compassion? Sacrifice? Grace? Encour¬ 
agement? Love? Patience? I encourage you to find a 
word that will serve as your guide this coming year. 
Maybe your word is simply THE WORD - the WORD 
that became flesh and dwelt among us! 

Grace and Peace. 
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How one church effectively uses social media 
to grow a new kind of church service 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
in Baton Rouge 


I By REV. KATIE MCKAY SIMPSON, Associate Pastor for First UMC in Baton Rouge 




183^ 


mJm 




imz 


5*U 






W 


I 










10 


mm 


ftZur 






lets 


•<**+** 


ON AN AUGUST MORNING in 2013,1 
found myself at the church early, praying 
over the seats that would hold the 200+ 
people that came to the public launch of our 
first America Street Service. The ground I 
was standing on, only three years earlier, 
had been a small children’s playground. I 
remember digging through the dirt at the 
groundbreaking, taking clumps of soil in 
my hands and saying, “This is the beginning 
of our whole church being under 
construction—from the inside out.” © 











FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH in Baton 
Rouge is 180 years old this year, and no doubt our 
congregation has been through many iterations of 
groundbreaking—both literally and metaphorically— 
throughout our history. Even after much transition, 
our congregation remained strong and was doing good 
work in the Greater Baton Rouge area. But sometimes, 
as Jim Collins puts it, “Good is the enemy of great.” 
Through a series of congregational visioning processes 
and conversations, First UMC had the courage to 
deploy our human and financial resources to maximize 
our potential reach in the name of Jesus Christ. Spe¬ 
cifically, the church let go of a distinctly traditional 
brand and opened the possibility of supporting new 
ministries and worship styles in an effort to reach a 
new generation. 

The America Street Service was launched, and con¬ 
tinues to grow! The service is held each Sunday at 11 
a.m. in the church conference center, at the exact same 
time as the more traditional service led by Senior Pas¬ 
tor Rev. Brady Whitton in the church sanctuary. 

Through the experience of planting a new commu¬ 
nity, I have seen the ways that God has led us into a 
more excellent way of living out our mission through 
experimentation, pushing the boundaries of social 
media’s use in worship and sermons, and not being 
afraid to fail. I want to be clear that in our experience, 
we believe this is not only something that a large 
church can do—it’s an opportunity available for all of 
us. The key is to create parallel structures in your 
church—existing and emerging—with some honor¬ 
ing the past, but others that move us into the future. 

When our congregation began its vision process, 
we found that like many churches, we had groups of 
people that are not engaged in ministry and service in 
the world or in the congregation. We saw this as an 
opportunity to bring new life into an established sys¬ 
tem. The America Street Community has changed the 
scope of First UMC’s ministry in some key ways: 



with us, whether they are present in worship on Sun¬ 
day morning or not. Every week, we ask our con¬ 
gregation to check in, and let others know that we 
are always there waiting for them to join us. The 
Facebook algorithm has changed to a model where 
encouraging people to support content through pay¬ 
ment, or “Share” posts, has become the key to getting 
your message out to those around you—especially to 
those you don’t know. 


FO RM ATI O N. We are using the ordinary in our lives to illuminate 
and invite us into the extraordinary of our life together with God. Instagram 
images submitted by people not even connected to our congregation are used during 
certain series or seasons in the church as a visual call to prayer. Rev. Brady Whitton and 
I preach the same series and topics, and through that we model for the church differ¬ 
ent ways in which those topics can be taught (media/no use of media, etc). Through 
this approach, we have one congregation, formed and taught in the same direction, 
but using different avenues and approaches. 


PA RTICI PAT ION. The major way that this new wor¬ 
ship service has changed our congregation for the bet¬ 
ter is that it was a catalyst to move us from a mode of 
worshipping as performance (in a broadcast era) to 
participation (in the digital age). 

Social media itself is a form of active participation 
and community-building—using twitter feeds as sup¬ 
porting material in sermons and supporting an overall 
backchannel conversation during the worship experi¬ 
ence that attempts to keep others engaged. 

EVANGELISM. Much of our social media use is not 
meant for internal use with the community we have 
already formed and discipled. It is part of our general 
brand, and meant to invite others into conversation 


RELEVANT. Use of social media keeps the work of the church on the minds of our 
congregation the other six days of the week. We have helped others come to understand 
that we shouldn’t have to fight culture—that’s almost always a losing battle. However, 
we can transform and use the elements of everyday life, like a phone that is right at 
everyone’s fingertips, and send positive, meaningful content their way to enhance their 
life of faith and share it with others. We schedule posts on multiple channels to keep 
content fresh, encouraging participants to come back to visit the page, hoping for more. 

The best years of First United Methodist, Baton Rouge are ahead of us. I believe this 
because I see the church remaining hopeful in the midst of change, and saying “yes,” 
even when facing the known is difficult. One of the greatest privileges in my life is being 
given the opportunity to dream and to experiment with many of these new concepts, 
exploring possibilities for communicating the Gospel of Jesus to a new generation. I 
hope as an annual conference we will never stop dreaming, always looking for the next 
place to set out into new territory where God is ahead of us, waiting to meet us. ■ 


4 | LOUISIANA NOW 




How Social Media 
launched—and grew— 

the America Street 

Service I By Todd Rossnagel, Member of First UMC in Baton Rouge 


AS REV. KATIE McKAY SIMPSON led the church 
Launch Team through all of the various tasks 
that were needed to start First United Method¬ 
ist Church’s new contemporary worship service- 
America Street-one of the initial discussions was 
on how to market and announce the new service. 

At that time, all options were on the table, 
including the standard means of marketing-tak¬ 
ing out an ad in the local newspaper. 

I remember asking the group, “What’s a 
newspaper?” 

While that question was sarcastic in nature, it 
was also a serious question for today’s modern 
world. 

As soon as the question was asked, the group 
instantly knew what was meant-traditional means 
of marketing were not going to be effective, espe¬ 
cially with a new contemporary worship service 
and its targeted demographic. 

As a group, we knew social media would be 
a key marketing arm for the service. But which 
social media tool? Facebook? Instagram? Twitter? 


Yes, yes and yes. 

However, from the beginning, the preferred 
channel was Facebook. This preference was based 
on the fact that many existing church members 
and Launch Team members were much more 
active in the Facebook arena than any of the other 
social media. 

We quickly went to work and created a new 
Facebook page, dedicated entirely to the Amer¬ 
ica Street service-complete with a unique profile, 
cover photos and check-in status. 

There’s an old saying, “If you build it, they will 
come.” 

However, that is not true in the world of social 
media. 

You can build out a ton of social media chan¬ 
nels. But no one will come, and they’ll most cer¬ 
tainly not return, without the “three C’s”-Curios- 
ity, Content and Cash (marketing budget). 

Those “three C’s,” together with a plan, will 
result in an engaged and active audience. And that’s 
exactly what we got with the America Street Service! 



Intrinsically, we knew curiosity was going to 
be piqued because one of the oldest churches 
in Baton Rouge was going to be offering up an 
entirely new worship experience. 

It was the other “two C’s” that were vitally 
important to the early stages. 

Fortunately, the church understood that cash 
was needed to budget and fund an aggressive ad 
campaign. 

We began buying Facebook ads that would tar¬ 
get specific demos, such as “all United Method¬ 
ists in Baton Rouge” or “young adults” who like 
“Christianity” but did not have a specific church 
home. We also began targeting certain circles of 
influence in the Baton Rouge area, such as the 
local arts community and various charities. Those 
campaigns, together with the Launch Team col¬ 
lectively inviting their friends and family to “like” 
the page, resulted in several hundred brand new 
followers in a matter of two weeks. 

Now that the page had followers, it was time to 
focus on the content. 

With a new service on the horizon, there were 
plenty of questions from church members, as 
well as those outside of the church. Questions 
such as, “What will the service be like?”; “Why is 
it called America Street?”; “What kind of music 
will be played?” 

To answer those, and to continually pique 

continued on page 15 
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Posts, Tweets, 
E-Blasts 
& Oldies 



How United 
Methodist pastors 
are using social and 
digital media 


5 Proverbial 
Tweets 

Two billion people across the 
globe are connected to each other via 
some form of online social media. Whether 
it is Facebook statuses, Twitter tweets, Snapchat 
chats, Vine videos, Pinterest, Feedly, Instagram, 
Tinder or Linkedln.. .we are certainly connected. 
The art of navigating social media is a crucial 
gift moving forward in today’s church culture. 
No one professes faith in Christ because of the 
kind of graphics on your church website, but 
a website that’s pleasing and informative just 
might be what gets the seeker to your door. The 
perception of being tech savvy is becoming more 
important as our daily connection with digi¬ 
tal media in our home, cars, and hands grows. 
With any cultural trend there are blessings 
and growing edges, so here are five “Proverbial 
Tweets” showing the positive and negative of our 
growing digital connectedness. 

PROVERBS 32:1— A wise person will post origi¬ 
nal content, but the fool will only share. Creat¬ 
ing original and clever content is the best way to 
multiply your digital influence. It can be a simple 
graphic or original language, but original content 
is the way to go. If creating original isn’t your gift, 
try sharing information as an individual rather 
than as your church. Ninety six percent of content 
originates from individuals rather than corporate 
brands. In other words, your content will be more 
attractive if you post as “Mrs. Smith” rather than 
“First Church.” Have you noticed how sponsored 
Facebook ads look more like posts from individu¬ 
als? That’s on purpose. 


_ PROVERBS 32:2— A wiseper- 

r son offers a specific and targeted 
message, but the fool posts generali¬ 
ties. The good news of our connect¬ 
edness is that you can quickly share a 
message with a wide audience; however, this audi¬ 
ence is quickly becoming splintered and polarized. 
Curtis Hougland, CEO of Attentionusa.com, men¬ 
tioned in a recent article published by the Univer¬ 
sity of Pennsylvania that our online connection is 
leading to a “Balkanization” of our communities. 
Even though with a few clicks you can reach two 
billion people, those two billion people are receiv¬ 
ing an increasing amount of filtered and custom¬ 
ized content. Interestingly Hougland reports that 
individuals are becoming more loyal to personal 
content than to corporate entities. The good news 
is that our freedom to share our convictions is 
rather unfiltered and uncensored. The bad news 
is researchers are discovering that an individual 
is more loyal to one view of a divisive issue rather 
than corporate unity. For example, being online 
allows me to only socialize with dog lovers who 
oppose taxes for the community pool but who 
love strawberry ice cream. This means that social 
media is not a means of evangelism, but it is a great 
way to amplify preconceived belief. Meeting face 
to face, coming to the communion table offers 
me the opportunity to swallow the “tough pill of 
grace” when I break bread with Mr. Smith who is 
a cat person. You see, I don’t like cat people, but 
God does and that’s what matters. 

P RO VE R BS 3 2:3 —A wise person posts sparingly, 
but the fool updates the world with every detail. 
Maybe it goes without saying that we sometimes 
share too much. Sharing too much is like sharing 


nothing at all. Instead of sharing your worship 
times over and over again, try sharing informa¬ 
tion in different ways. According to Webgeekly. 
com, digital consumers fall into six different cat¬ 
egories: the Creator, the Critic, the Collector, the 
Joiner, the Spectator, and the Inactive. Each per¬ 
son treats posts and tweets and pics differently. 
For example, let’s say you want to share a blurb 
about the upcoming children’s musical coming up 
this spring. To catch the Critic you might share 
something like, “Our Children’s Musical, ‘Hamlet 
meets Jesus’ is coming this March. Which one of 
Hamlet’s songs is your favorite?” To the Joiner 
you might share a post that says, “Click here to 
join and support our ‘Hamlet and Jesus’ children’s 
musical coming up this spring.” The Joiner would 
ignore the first post and the Critic would pass over 
the second. If you post a generic message over 
and over, both would pass on all. 

PROVERBS 32:4— A wise person delegates, but 
the fool tries to do it all. Social media is quickly 
become a specialized field. As a pastor, my week 
can quickly fill up with sharing content, produc¬ 
ing videos and creating Facebook events rather 
than focusing on the sermon, the fellowship and 
the mission behind the online content. Creating 
original content can take hours, and unless the 
digital media enhances the order to which one is 
ordained, it is probably best to work with a tech 
savvy servant. Businesses like e-zekiel.com and 
motionworship.com really make you look snappy 
online with little cost. With anything there is a 
trade-off between convenience and customiza¬ 
tion, but I’m assuming most congregations really 
do want their pastor studying the word more than 
crafting HTML. 


6 | LOUISIANA NOW 


PROVERBS 32:5 — The wise person patiently 
posts, but the fool tries to be the first. It’s no sin to 
be the first person to comment on breaking news, 
but the problem is that stories change and not 
all information in initially shared. It is difficult 
to take back something that is out there, so its a 
good practice to let the dust settle on a breaking 
story before commenting or posting about it. It is 
quite tempting to jump into the mix when a story 
breaks so that your posts might trend, but you run 
the risk of trending in the wrong direction. Its 
ok to wait and let the riff-raff duke it out online 
before jumping in. Your church will appreciate a 
thoughtful response rather than, how does Craig 
Gilliam put it, a “reptilian reaction.” 

We live in a world in which two billion people 
are a keystroke away, but there are some things 
that never change. A website or Facebook post 
might get people to your door, but it is God 
working through the church, the body of Christ, 
which will keep them there. Never underestimate 
the power of a handshake or a phone call or a cup 
of coffee with someone who cares. The church 
is still about a body, broken and resurrected, and 
no app can change that. 

Rev. Matt Rawle 

The Well UMC, Ponchatoula 

9 Eo M* 

THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL is communica- 
tion. Inherently, the phrase “Good News” suggests 
the intent to share. St. Paul did all he could do to 
bring the word upon ears of a highly diverse plu¬ 
ralistic society. He used everyday objects as portals 
to the divine, and there is no doubt in my mind 
that St. Paul would have jumped on the social 
media bandwagon. But at the same time, I don’t 
think he would have stayed there. We live in a time 
and place where we have a convergence of genera¬ 
tions who are all reached in a multitude of ways. 
I think that clergy and churches that forgo print 
technology because “it’s dead” risk not connect¬ 
ing to a generation of people. I take the approach 
of casting the net wide through media exposure 
in newspaper (news stories and paid advertising) 
and newsfeed, video and social media. 

Every pastor now has an opportunity for a 
cyber pulpit as well as a cedar one. I strive to be 
full of care with what I put out on social media, 
hoping that I point to the holy with a thought- 
provoking message, or even some humor. As a 
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wife and mother, I also use social media to prop¬ 
erly express aspects of my personal life that others 
could relate to-getting a peek at their pastor’s life, 
which is not perfect, is normal and relatable, and 
complete with human struggles. I love utilizing 
social media to express joy for the church I serve, 
and I strive to honor the beauty, humanity and 
humor of my people. 

It’s been a real joy to walk with other clergy, laity 
and United Methodist bishops through the #Luke- 
Acts2014 reading plan. Focusing on one chapter 
per week for 52 weeks connects us all with heart- 
provoking and mind-expanding conversation. 

I think the challenge for us younger clergy is 
to remember that social media like Facebook and 
Twitter are not the end-all and the be-all, but a 
beginning. They break the ice. They give people 
a general sense of others’ positions in life by their 
posts. We must remember that the church is the 
original social network. When I dwell too much 
in the cyber sphere, I am reminded of the con¬ 
cluding words of 2 John: “I have much to write 
to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink. 
Instead, I hope to visit you and talk with you face 
to face, so that our joy may be complete.” If we 
can be very intentional about it, then social media 
like Facebook, Instagram and Twitter are portals 
to bringing people together, face-to-face for genu¬ 
ine and complete joy. 

Rev. Jacqueline King 

First United Methodist Church, 

Denham Springs 

9 EE) S E9 & 

I SEND A WEEKLY EMAIL to our church mem¬ 
bers and long-time visitors via Constant Contact. 
The email highlights current events at the church 
and also contains a weekly message that I write, 
usually around five to seven paragraphs in length. 
The message in the e-letter is the same message 
that I publish each week in the local daily news¬ 
paper, the Lake Charles American Press-and it is 


also included in a local weekly newspaper/maga¬ 
zine, the Lagniappe. 

I also post the article on our website each week 
and post a link to it through Facebook. 

We get really positive responses to the weekly 
email and article. I truly believe that using this 
strategy (which incorporates digital AND print 
media) is effective evangelism not only to our 
church, but in reaching the entire community. 

Rev. Weldon Bares 

First United Methodist Church, Lake Charles 
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I’VE HAD A FACEBOOK PAGE since 2007-when 
a friend at seminary signed me up before I’d even 
heard of “social media.” I took to it like a duck to 
water, I must say. I found Facebook to be fun as 
both a creative outlet and form of self-expression. 
Of course it’s also a great way to connect with 
others, or to stay connected with people from 
earlier eras of one’s life. There they all are, posting 
pictures of their vacations and their children and 
grandchildren! (And I know they enjoy seeing 
pictures of MY children, and my five cats!) 

And since I’ve been serving as a pastor, Face- 
book has become an even more important part 
of the rhythm of my days. I am using my own 
page as part personal, part church page. Because 
I represent the church in my role as pastor, it’s 
very important that I never post inappropriate 
material on my page. Pastors are also well-advised 
to steer clear of political (especially partisan) 
material, and to take care that the text and pictures 
on their page are “becoming to the Gospel.” 

It’s a perfect milieu for a smaller church to use 
to get its message out to the community. I’ve 


www.la-umc.org 7 





Life Ohriai 


found it to be a useful tool for ministry, in many ways. They include: 

Outreach and Evangelism: Facebook is FREE, it’s easy to use and it has a 
wide reach. For smaller churches with limited resources, it doesn’t get any 
better than that. I use my personal page to advertise Sunday sermon topics, 
share about special events in worship or in the life of the church and elicit 
ideas and feedback from my congregation. 

Impact: The adage “A picture is worth a thousand words” is really true on 
Facebook. It is a very visual, graphic medium, and an appropriate illustration 
that has been cut and pasted from Google Images can really bring a post to 
life. And of course, interest is added with photos of people in action-in wor¬ 
ship, on missions, at the chicken BBQ or at the church sponsored Blessing of 
the Pets. 

Spiritual Support: I usually post the prayer from each day’s Upper Room 
Disciplines each morning, or I’ll share a quote or a scripture verse that spoke 
to me. I often post Philippians 1:6- “And I am sure of this, that he who began 
a good work in you will be faithful to complete it.” Sometimes we all need to 
be reminded of God’s love and care for us. God can use any medium to get 
through to us, and I’m sure that the Holy Spirit has used the Internet more 
than once to awaken a soul to God’s reality. 

Congregational Care: My members will often post a loved one’s illness or 
hospitalization on their Facebook page before they call the church. (I’ll send 
them a private message via Facebook to get details.) Similarly, I’ve found out 
that someone’s grandson competed in the Tittle Teague World Series when 
he wrote about it on Facebook-that’s a piece of news worthy of being lifted 
up in Sunday’s Joys! 

Facebook is just a really good way to stay connected with your members. 
Also personal posts humanize a pastor. 

Working in traditional media, both of the churches I serve extensively use 
the local newspapers (in our case, the Central City Times, Central Speaks and 
the Zachary Plainsman) for free advertising for church events. Smaller, weekly 
papers have space to fill and appreciate camera-ready photos and “clean copy” 
that doesn’t need a lot of editing. They often have calendars that will list our 
events for free, as well. Magnolia UMC held a Blessing of the Animals in 
October, and several folks (and their pets) from Central came, saying they 
had seen the event in the local paper. 



From e-letters to 
online and face-to- 
face training, United 
Methodist 
Communications 
offers a wealth of 
resources to help 
you use technology 
effectively and to 
enhance other 
aspects of your 
church's ministry and 
outreach. Here are a 
few to check out. 



FOR MORE 
RESOURCES 
GO TO 
www.umcom 
.org/learn 


Rev. Susie Thomas 

Magnolia United Methodist Church, Greenwell Springs 
Deerford United Methodist Church, Zachary ■ 
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Technology 

information, 


training at your 
fingertips 


MyCom Tips e-newsletter, www.umcom.org/news/ 
mycom-tips-enewsletter 

This free monthly e-newsletter on new technology, church communica¬ 
tions, outreach and worship is for pastors, church leaders and staff. Read a 
current issue at www.umcom.org/news/current-issue. Subscribe at www. 
umcom.org/news/mycom-subscription-form 


5 CREATIVE WAYS TO USE 
INSTAGRAM TO PROMOTE 
CHURCH MINISTRY 


With 200 million active users each month, Instagram 
has quickly become a must-use social media platform. 
Here are five of our favorite tips for using Instagram 
to promote your ministry. 

1. USE #EVENTHASHTAGS 

Anytime you select an event name, also decide on a 
hashtag for that event. Make the hashtag short and 
logical. Check to see if that hashtag is already in use 
for a different purpose. You must come up with an 
original hashtag or your tweets will be mixed in with 
a group that's not associated with your church. 

For your family fun day, you might make it #Fam- 
Fun. If it's a yearly event, add the year to make it 
#FamFun14. As you publicize the event, always add 
the hashtag and remind people to tag their photos. 
This will help users quickly see all the photos from 
the event. 


Online Training, www.umcom.org/learn/ 
online-training 

Communicating Faith in the 21st Century and Web Ministry 100: What is 
web ministry? These courses are also available for face-to-face training. 


2. PROVIDE INSTAG RAM M ABLE IMAGES. 

When you send promotional emails, attach a square 
image that will look great on Instagram. Ask people 
to help you spread the word by sharing the image on 
Instagram and adding your hashtag in the description. 


Grow Your Church Online, www.umcom.org/learn/ 
grow-your-church-online 

Find tools and guidelines for developing your web ministry. This section 
will help you create a dynamic web presence for your local church. Among 
the topics are Website Building, www.umcom.org/learn/church-web- 
design and Online Promotion, www.umcom.org/learn/online-promotion 

Connect with Social Media, www.umcom.org/learn/ 
connect-with-social-media 


3. DO AN INSTAGRAM CONTEST. 

Ask everyone to share a picture on Instagram with 
your event hashtag. Let them know prizes will be 
awarded to those who submit the best photos. You 
could include the following categories:God's creation 
(nature), Portrait, Selfie, Silliest, Trick shot, Sports 
action, Church building (inside or out) 

When you give away the prizes, show the winners' 
pictures on the screen and call out their Instagram 
user name. 


Social media networking, church text messaging and blog ministry. 

Reach with Email, www.umcom.org/learn/ 
reach-with-email 

With only a cellphone, you can... 

•Write notes of encouragement on various walls 

•Record an inspiring video message to send to the sick and shut-in (Insta¬ 
gram, YouTube) 

•Find directions to the nearest church or invite families to visit (Google 
Maps, United Methodist Find-A-Church) 

•Take pictures of important events and share with your community 
•Send text messages to individuals or groups 

•Conduct Bible study with a remote leader (iPhone FaceTime, Google Hang¬ 
out, Skype) ■ 


4. MAKE A MEME. 

Pictures you've seen on social media with catchy 
phrases or funny words on them are known as a 
memes. Make your own for your event or program 
using a meme generator. Just search the term "meme 
generator." They all have different features to choose 
from. 

5. CREATE AN INSTAGRAM LIVE SLIDESHOW. 

Once people are using your hashtag, several products 
will let you automatically display images in a slide- 
show. Liveflow.in is a great free tool that will do just 
that. If you want more control, including the ability 
to approve images before they go live on the screen, 
you can use a tool like Eventstagr.am or Instafeed Live. 



While churches use technology and new ways to reach out to their 
communities, they must also begin to practice the concept of "Radical 
hospitality." 

"Radical hospitality" requires intentional invitation and welcome. It 
goes beyond greeters at the door and handshakes during worship to 
welcome every person as an honored guest. 

Certainly, being a "friendly" church is good. But being in ministry in 
a confused and hurting world calls for "radical hospitality," which 
breathes our core value: people are important to God and to this 
church, and we will place the needs and interests of people before the 
needs and interests of the institution. 


Radical 

Hospitality 


YOU ALREADY HAVE THE BUILDING 
BLOCKS. You are a congregation with Christian 
hearts and a Wesleyan spirit. And Igniting Min¬ 
istry, the advertising and welcoming ministry of 
The United Methodist Church, has the tools. It’s 
your turn to be radical! 

Four quick tips to encourage a more welcom¬ 
ing lifestyle: 

• Encourage the Rule of Three. Talk only to per¬ 
sons you don’t know (or don’t know well) for the 
first three minutes after worship ends. This is when 
people without connection may choose to leave. 

• Engage in a “mystery guest audit.” Learn 
what strangers to the church actually say about 


your welcoming practices. 

• Identify yourself—take your radical hospital¬ 
ity to the streets. Let people know who you are and 
what you value. Create a buzz about your church 
with professionally developed advertising resources 
featuring a message of hope through compelling 
local advertising 

• Work toward becoming one of the more 
than 700 “Certified Welcoming United Meth¬ 
odist Congregations.” www.umcom.org/about/ 
welcoming-overviewl 

Read more about how local United Method¬ 
ist churches in Louisiana are practicing “radical 
hospitality.” 


AT GRACE COMMUNITY United Methodist 
Church, Welcome Ministries is as important to 
worship as the music, the media or the sermon. 

Although the team welcomes guests to Grace’s 
physical facility each weekend, our main goal is to 
create an atmosphere of radical hospitality that 
extends outside the walls of our building. We 
want every person at Grace, whether they wear a 
welcome badge or not, to be a part of welcoming 
people to a faith community by sharing experi- 
ences-both during weekend worship, and in the 
worship moments that occur in our everyday lives 
outside of Grace Community. When volunteers 
serve as part of the “official” Welcome Team, they 
understand that it is more than opening the door 
with a smile, offering a cup of warm cappuccino, 
or sharing home baked cookies with a guest wel¬ 
come bag-its about making a connection. 

Part of creating this atmosphere of radical hos¬ 
pitality means that we pay close attention to both 
the message and the details of our ministry. For 
example, our worship area has steps, so we inten¬ 
tionally place welcome team members on each 
step to assist people and remind them to watch 
their step. We want people to feel as comfortable 
in the space as they do in their own home. If we 
can minimize the amount of “surprises” (both 
physically and liturgically) during the worship 
experience, we offer an opportunity for people to 
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feel comfortable and open to an experience with the Creator. Additionally, 
we try to make face-to-face connections with each guest before they leave 
the property. A welcome team member makes a personal connection with 
each guest by the end of the service and offers them a welcome bag that has 
information about our church, and most importantly, a dozen home baked 
cookies. We want people to know there is thought both in the moment of 
greeting and before. We also make follow up calls and deliver cookies to 
homes if we have missed our opportunity to make a connection before a 
guest leaves. Ultimately our goal is that all members of Grace UMC func¬ 
tion as Welcome Team Members, not asking “What can church do for me,” 
but asking, “What difference can I make for someone else?” 

Amber Dent 

Assistant Worship Director 

Grace Community United Methodist Church, Shreveport 

THE ONE WORD THAT COMES TO MIND when I think of hospitality 
at Noel is “intentionality.” There are no gimmicks, no new fads, no new 
programs in place-yet over the past two years, our childrens Sunday school 
attendance has doubled, and the number of young families attending wor¬ 
ship is steadily growing. Our children’s department has greeters at each door 
and the children’s area is clean and well-staffed with small group leaders 
who are devoted to teaching about God’s love. Our youth know they are 
valued and are not simply here to set up tables and chairs. 

Over a year ago, a group of young adults from Noel UMC committed 
to meet each Monday morning at 6:45 to review the previous worship 
service, discuss celebrations, review the sign-in sheets and find ways to be 
more hospitable. This group also reviewed the scripture for the next week’s 
sermon and offered prayers throughout the week. The intentionality and 
devotion of this group began to spread throughout the congregation, as did 
the excitement. It is not uncommon for a member to receive a call from a 
pastor saying, “I noticed (name of guest) sat on your row Sunday, did you 
get a chance to meet them?” It is so encouraging to hear a recap of the con¬ 
nection that was made. Our guests appreciate the pastors’ handwritten notes 
and welcome gifts, but that is not why they return. Building relationships 
for all ages is the key. As a staff, we look for ways to let our community 
know of special events, but the majority of the guests we see each Sunday 
are here because they were personally invited. Intentional hospitality is no 
longer a program for us, it’s becoming a part of our fiber. 

Rev. Jo Ann Cooper 

Associate Pastor 

Noel Memorial United Methodist Church, Shreveport 

WELCOMING MINISTRIES at First United Methodist Church in Slidell 
works toward creating and maintaining a comfortable and hospitable envi¬ 
ronment for people who are new to the church. Getting to know who our 
guests are, and what they may be seeking, is a first and very important 
step. We strongly encourage the congregation to learn the names of the 
people around them and to extend invitations to small groups or activities. 

In an effort to get to know our guests, a welcoming area is staffed on Sun¬ 
day mornings. Because there is not a dedicated indoor space at this time, 
a welcome station was created using a kiosk/wagon purchased at an auc¬ 
tion. The wagon is parked outside of the sanctuary on Sunday mornings and 
provides a prepared area where guests can ask questions about the church, 
current programs and ministries. Church brochures, newsletters and other 
items are made available, which guests may take with them along with a 


gift bag. After looking at the attendance registration on Sunday mornings, 
a gift bag with a coffee mug and church brochure is delivered to first-time 
guests who did not make a stop at the welcome station, but who did leave 
a home address in the attendance. 

Further contact is made during the week by phone calls and hand written 
notes or letters. The key is to get to know guests and assist them in find¬ 
ing how their needs may be met or how they may fit within the life of the 
church. Tracking attendance is especially helpful so that we can know when 
a guest should be sent follow-up letters or invitations to join the church, be 
placed on the newsletter mailing list, or contacted by phone or mail noting 
that they’ve been missed should they stop attending. 

Gatherings for new members and newcomers considering membership 
are held. These gatherings provide a relaxed, informal opportunity to get 
to know pastoral staff, church leaders and others. 

Leslie Landeche 

Welcoming Ministries Director 
First United Methodist Church, Slidell 

HOSPITALITY IS THE HEARTBEAT of the faith community. After all, 
Jesus teaches us to be in community. Why then do so many congregations 
fail to act out their faith every week by being exclusive rather than inclusive? 

The Inviting and Welcoming Ministry of First United Methodist Church 
is focusing on guests who visit our church, but who do not already have 
a connection within the life of the congregation. These are the persons 
who can so easily fall through the cracks. We developed Cafe 930, a coffee 
“shop” run by the laity, and intentionally placed it in an area of the church 
just on the brink of the large coffee fellowship time. Why? We were tired 
of the “middle school” approach, where the new terrified “sixth graders” 
enter into a sea of unfamiliar faces, hoping that someone - anyone - will 
speak with them. Guests need to enter the foyer before they jump into the 
“party house.” So, in one of the most beautiful rooms of our building, Cafe 
930 was born- a safe haven for guests and members to grab a flavored cup 
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of coffee (faithful French vanilla, holy hazelnut, 
Christ-like caramel...), tea or cocoa. Baristas 
help persons do what comes naturally-connect 
with one another. 

In conjunction with Cafe 930, we expanded 
our Welcome Center, making it more visible to 
newcomers. We stationed name-tagged greeters 
at every entrance to the church, and we des¬ 
ignated special parking spaces for guests. Our 
staff and members who are physically able are 
encouraged to park in the last row of the park¬ 
ing lot or under the interstate, thus leaving space 
for guests when they arrive. 

We are a high touch congregation, and our 
members are catching on. Members realize 
that pointing a person in the right direction is 
never as helpful as walking with them to their 
destination. 

The year of 2014 has been the Year of Invi¬ 
tation-have you invited a person to church 
lately? Don’t just offer the invitation, but pick 
up your friend to attend with you, or save them 
a seat next to you! Also, the church is investing 
in new way-finding signs for both inside and 
outside the church. 

Becky Poor 

Director of Inviting and Welcoming Ministries 
First United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge 

AT THE NEW CHURCH ON LOUISIANA 
AVENUE, the services are faith-inspiring 
and uplifting in an atmosphere that spreads 
LOVE. Newcomers are greeted in the park¬ 
ing lot with warmth and joy. Worshippers are 
embraced in the sanctuary as they are drawn 
into the message. No one is left to feel alone or 
isolated from the love of God that is shared by 
everyone. Following services, all are encouraged 
to visit over coffee. The pastor makes a point of 
greeting everyone personally. He follows up with 
visitors by using information cards to contact 
them and thank them for taking the time to 
share in our praise and worship. 

New people are being drawn to the church 
because of the community visibility of the 
minister and the outreach efforts of the con¬ 
gregation. Not only is a hand being extended 
to invite people to the church; but once visi¬ 
tors arrive, they are nurtured. Every effort is 
made to ensure that every first visit becomes a 
return visit because of the presence of love that 
exists in the church. 

A very happy new member 

The New Church on Louisiana Avenue, 
Lafayette ■ 


TWO EXAMPLES OF RADICAL HOSPITALITY 

Lea Joyner UMC, Monroe ‘steps up’ 
to help family with special needs 

From the beginning, Liles Banks has been 
a blessing. 

Now 27, Liles had spinal meningitis at only 
10 days old. By the time he recovered, he had 
suffered severe brain damage and remains 
legally blind. Liles experiences speech delays, 
and he uses a powered wheelchair for mobility. 

His parents, although devastated by Liles' 
illness, choose to view their son's life as a 
blessing, not a liability. Like many families who 
have children with special needs, Steven and 
Aliscia were reluctant to ask for help. Despite 
Aliscia's role as executive director of Fami¬ 
lies Helping Families of Northeast Louisiana 
- where her job and her passion is providing 
support to families in similar situations - asking others for assistance just seemed like an imposition. 

Last month, members of Lea Joyner United Methodist Church in Monroe, where the Banks 
family have been members for years, realized that while Steven and Aliscia were together with 
Liles in worship, they were never in Sunday School at the same time. One of them always needed 
to look after Liles, so the couple alternated weeks. But when church members realized this, they 
knew that the situation needed to change, and reached out to the family. 

More than 40 volunteers have stepped up to receive basic training and to take turns sitting 
with Liles each Sunday so that the Bankses can go to Sunday School together, while still ensuring 
Liles has the care he needs. 

"It's a simple but remarkable blessing," Aliscia Banks said. "Being able to sit with my husband 
in Sunday School may seem like such a small thing, but it means more than we realized." 

Although his capacity is limited, Liles himself embraces serving others. For 10 years, his "Mis¬ 
sions in Motion" program has taken him to nursing homes and assisted living centers where he 
shares his love for others, taking flowers to the seniors he visits and singing them songs. Giving 
to others seems to run in the family, and Liles is a remarkable young man. 

New playground at Jefferson UMC, Baton 
Rouge built with special needs in mind 

Jefferson United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge recently dedicated a new playground built 
to meet the needs of children with various physical and emotional challenges. 

Only three other such playgrounds exist in East Baton Rouge Parish and the surrounding area. The 
playground includes a rubberized surface and tricycle path that is wheelchair accessible; adapted 
swings for children with low or high muscle tone or poor balance; exploratory stations for multi- 
sensory learning and sensory development; and a natural grass hill slide that assists in coordinated 

movement and thinking. 

The total cost of the project was 
$90,000, and was a cooperative 
effort of the Children's Ministry 
Team and the Jefferson United 
Methodist Preschool program. 
Rev. Michi Head, senior pastor, 
and Teran Traeurnicth, preschool 
and children's director, agree that 
this playground will serve as a 
safe, creative space for all children 
in the church and community, with 
a special emphasis on those fami¬ 
lies with special needs. ■ 
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Conference Youth Ministries 

Continues to Show 
"Unrelenting Love for 

All People" 


THE LOUISIANA ANNUAL CONLERENCE 
focuses its ministry around five core values. One 
of those core values is to show “unrelenting love 
for all people.” 

Living out this love means that United Meth¬ 
odists in Louisiana will “place the needs and 
interests of people before the needs and interests 
of the institution,” and that they will “priori¬ 
tize transformative relationships over sustaining 
buildings and budgets.” 

Office of Youth Ministries 

Louisiana Conference Office of Youth Ministries 
strives to equip local congregations that serve 
youth and support their efforts to provide effec¬ 
tive youth ministries. Youth are the foundation of 
The United Methodist Church and are essential to 
ensure its vitality and growth. We are committed 
to understanding the needs of the local church, the 
diversity of faith communities and the distinctive 


ways our leaders connect with young people. 

In line with the core values of the Louisiana 
Conference, we are focused on the needs and inter¬ 
ests of people and building transformative rela¬ 
tionships that reinforce our “connection” and disci¬ 
plinary structure of The United Methodist Church. 

Youth Worker Network Initiative 

The Office of Youth Ministries is investing in 
a two-year project called the Youth Worker 
Network Initiative which will target small and 
urban congregations throughout the Louisiana 
Annual Conference that are interested in engag¬ 
ing diverse communities and growing ethnic 
demographics within their youth ministries. 
Youth workers will receive resources for build¬ 
ing, growing and sustaining culturally inclu¬ 
sive youth-focused faith communities through 
coaching, training and resourcing. Youth 
Worker Network Initiative is funded through 


the General Commission on Race and Religion 
and the Office of Congregational Development. 
The Office of Youth Ministries recently hosted 
its inaugural Youth Worker Conference on Dec. 
5-6 at The Wesley Center to kick off the initia¬ 
tive. Youth and adult youth workers from across 
the Louisiana Conference connected, engaged 
and received valuable resources for growing 
and sustaining their local church youth min¬ 
istries. Dave Sipple, vice president of Ministry 
Architects, was the keynote speaker for the event. 
Ministry Architects will be consulting the Office 
of Youth Ministries for the next two years to 
implement the Youth Worker Network Initiative. 

Youth Worker Network Initiative Goals: 

Goal #1 

Opportunities for networking in diverse, con- 
nectional spaces among youth ministry leaders. 

Goal #2 

Resourcing and training toward sustainable 
small, multicultural and urban church ministry. 

Goal #3 

Lacilitation of partnerships that promote 
intercultural youth ministry collaboration. 

The Youth Worker Network Initiative is look¬ 
ing for adult youth workers who are interested 
in a strategic collaborative that will specifically 
focus in building sustainable youth ministries 
in diverse communities. If you are interested 
in learning more, contact the Office of Youth 
Ministries at (225) 346-1646. 
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"Our congregations are so diverse. It's important for 
us to come together and become one in serving our 
youth." 

-Rev. Hadley Edwards, New Orleans District Superintendent 

In addition to the Youth Worker Network Initiative, the Office of Youth 
Ministries is committed to preserving the history of leadership develop¬ 
ment in our Conference. 

Conference Council on Youth Ministries 

Conference Council on Youth Ministries’ purpose is to strengthen youth 
ministry through advocacy and leadership for of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference organized by youth for youth. Youth leaders on CCYM lead 
programs and activities that reach their peers, serve as a model young 
servant, and actively lead in ministry that addresses issues vital to them. 

"As a parent and CCYM adult, I think that the skills and 
leadership roles they learn and continue to learn will 
help them in the future in school, in life, and in their 
local church youth group. I am so honored to work with 
the youth and help them become better leaders and 
Christians." 

-Alexis Ramey Ordenez, CCYM Coordinator, Summer Grove 
UMC (Shreveport District) 


Youth 2015 

Youth 2015 is hosted by Young Peoples Min¬ 
istries and brings junior high and senior high 

youth together every four years from across the denomination for high 
energy worship, connectional activities and discipleship focused spaces. Next 
year it will be held in Orlando, Florida from June 24-28,2014. The theme 
‘Go On’ will strive to plant a seed of love, hunger and curiosity for building 
a long-term relationship with Christ. Registration is open for the event at 
www.youth2015.com. Contact the Office of Youth Ministries to learn how 
we can support your local church in attending this event. The deadline for 
discounted Youth 2015 earlybird registration is Jan. 31! 


"We are bringing our youth to Youth 2015 to reinforce 
connectional spaces of United Methodist Church that 
encourage our youth to grow together in their faith 
and share with others back home who may not know 
the love of Christ." 

-Melissa Enis, Youth Service Fund Coordinator, Blackwater UMC 
(Baton Rouge District) 


Mission 

Engaging young people in mission empowers them to share the love of 
Christ and see thier faith in action. Youth Service Fund is an awesome 
way to get your youth involved in mission locally and around the world. 
Learn more about Youth Service Fund projects for youth by youth at 
youthservicefund.org. 


Upcoming Conference Youth Ministry Events 

February 7 - Youth Worker Network Initiative Exploration, 
Newman UMC - Alexandria 

February 27 - March 1 - Senior High Retreat, Wesley 
Retreat Center 

April 4 - CCYM Elections (See your District Youth 
Coordinator) 

April 25 - Confirmation Day with the Bishop, Wesley 
Retreat Center 

June 24-28 -Youth 2015 

Contact us: Office of Youth Ministries at (225) 346-1646 


Invest 

We encourage you to support the Office of Youth Ministries by making a 
donation so that we can continue the work of building leadership among 
young people in our Conference. Gifts support annual youth retreats at 
The Wesley Center, training for adult workers who work with youth and 
initiatives that reinforce sustainable local church youth ministries. 

Get Involved 

•Serve in your local church youth ministry as an adult youth worker. 
•Represent your church in your District Council on Youth Ministries or 
serve the Conference Council on Youth Ministries. 

•Lead worship, teach a youth ministry class or help plan an event for the 
Office of Youth Ministries. 

•Make a personal gift or congregational gift to Youth Ministries! ■ 
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Important ‘SAVE THE DATES’ 
for all clergy under appointment 

Three exciting opportunities for learning and sharing in our faith will be offered in March 
for all clergy under appointment. They are the African American Summit, the Tending Our 
Lives retreat and a workshop entitled Social Media for the Church. Dates and overviews of 
the events are as follows: 

African American Summit, 2015 

Sunday, March 8 and Monday, March 9, 2015 
The Wesley Center, Woodworth 

Theme: "The Future of the African American Church/Leadership in the African 
American Context" 

Speaker: Bishop Alfred L. Norris 

Begins with registration at 4 p.m. on Sunday and ends with lunch on Monday; dinner for 
those registered is at 5 p.m.; opening session starts 6 p.m. 

Primarily for pastors serving churches with a majority of African American congregants, 
but all are invited 

Tending Our Lives, 2015 

Monday, March 9 and Tuesday, March 10, 2015 

First United Methodist Church, Alexandria 

Theme: "Seven Levers: Missional Strategies for Conferences" 

Speaker: Bishop Robert Schnase 

Begins with registration at 1:30 p.m. on Monday; opening session starts at 3 p.m. 

All Louisiana Clergy are invited and encouraged to be present. 

Social Media for the Church: The What, The Why, The How 

Tuesday, March 10 (following Tending our Lives) 

First United Methodist Church, Alexandria 
Presenter: Todd Rossnagel 
2-5 p.m. 

Details and registration information will be online soon. 


IN MEMORIAM R ev. Alan Einsel 

10/21/2014 


Marie Bond 

11/23/2014 


Rev. Barry Hoekstra 

9/26/2014 


Rev. Judy Nelson 

10/21/2014 


Rev. Gordon Smith 

12/24/2014 


Virginia Maxwell 

10/13/2014 


Helen Franklin Elsie Cain 

10/25/2014 12/30/2014 
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How Social 
Media launched— 
and grew —the 

America Street 
Service 

continued from page 5 

curiosity, the Media Team conducted a quick 
30-minute video interview with Rev. Katie. 
From that 30 minutes of video, the team cre¬ 
ated a series of small “bite-sized” (45 seconds 
or shorter) video clips that were placed on 
the Facebook page two times a day, every 
day for 14 days. 

These self-produced videos and photos 
draw attention in the social media world, 
which is a good thing. 

To make a good thing great, we found that 
“boosting” our posts was needed. Facebook 
allows you (at a cost) to “boost” your posts, 
which essentially means the post gets lifted to 
the top of a user’s news feed. This can triple 
the number of views and interactions. 

This boosting of self-produced content, 
combined with plenty of behind-the-scenes 
photos and updates (very popular method of 
attracting curiosity), generated a new wave 
of interest and followers, some of whom 
weren’t even in Baton Rouge or Louisiana. 

One year later, the America Street service 
continues to not only use Facebook as a tool 
for marketing, but the page itself has turned 
into a small community. 

Ideas and comments are shared on topics 
that are not necessarily related directly to the 
service itself, all of which is by design. Users 
have come to enjoy the page’s refreshing and 
engaging content, content that is more than 
a rehash of the church’s announcements. 

To this day, America Street has used social 
media as a tool for connection and engage- 
ment-but that connection and engagement 
is only as strong as the audience itself. 

As we look to the future, the challenge is 
less focused on growing the number of fol¬ 
lowers as it is on engaging the audience— 
and creating a community that is willing to 
share openly and support each other in their 
relationships with one another, the church 
and with God. ■ 
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cat a-lyst \’kat-0l-ast\ n 

Something that initiates a reaction and enables it to proceed 
under different conditions. 


I t’s our mission to be a catalyst to strengthen and preserve the 
ministries oF the Louisiana Annual Conference. So, in addition 
to serving as a money manager and offering financial and 
stewardship counsel to churches, we’re offering a variety of events 
that ultimately support the church 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


A Message From 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 



"Can we be 
known in 
Louisiana for 
breathing new 
life into old 
dry bones and 
making them 
dance? What 
might a culture 
of YES! do 
to impact 
our existing 
congregations?” 


In John 1:39, Jesus beckons to 
certain disciples, saying, “Come, 
and see.” Jesus later finds Philip, 
and says to him, “Follow me.” 
Philip, in turn, invites Nathanael 
to “come and see,” saying that 
they had “found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law, and 
about whom the prophets also 
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Like the “original” disciples, today’s United 
Methodists are called to invite others to “come 
and see” —to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. 

In our stated Vision and Preferred Future, 
the lay and clergy leaders of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference are “compelled by Christ’s 
love” to lead others into abundant life in Christ. 

Appropriately, the theme for this year’s 
Annual Conference is “Come and See.” We will 
come together at Centenary College in Shreve¬ 
port from June 7-10. We will see how others are 
offering Christ to the world, and explore new 
models for serving our communities. 

“Engaging with our surrounding com¬ 
munities, locally and globally, in significant 
ways”—this line from our Vision and Preferred 
Future says a lot about who we are as Louisi¬ 
ana’s United Methodists. In our time together, 
we will explore new ways to serve in the mis¬ 
sion field. 

How is our mission field defined? We should 
always be mindful that pastors are appointed to 
communities, not just to their local churches. 
As a connectional church, all United Method¬ 
ist congregations in an area, working together 
to serve that community, will accomplish far 
more for Christ when working in cooperation 
with one another. 

As stated in our conference Core Values, we 
hold “nothing sacred but the mission. We will 
be open to the creative movement of God’s 


spirit, not institutional priorities, in order to 
serve the mission.” 

How can we introduce people to Christ in 
new and different ways? Our guest speakers— 
Revs. Elaine Heath, Justin Coleman and Eric 
Huffman—will examine this topic by sharing 
their experiences of living in and out of mis- 
sional communities, micro-communities and 
new church starts. 

During the recently held Tending Our Lives 
gathering at First UMC in Alexandria, Louisi¬ 
ana Conference clergy continued the discussion 
of finding new and creative ways to show Christ 
to others. Bishop Robert Schnase of the Mis¬ 
souri Conference led that conversation, empha¬ 
sizing that we must think outside of the box 
and be innovative in our approach—taking 
“healthy risks” in ministry. 

Schnase challenged us to “go where the need 
is” and to stop being afraid of failure, because 
fear is paralyzing. 

Perhaps “going where the need is” translates 
into the development of new faith communi¬ 
ties, or creating vital congregational homes for 
those who need to hear a word of grace and 
of love or maybe even communities that are 
healthy and whole and can care for one another 
in ways we have never imagined. 

Can we be known in Louisiana for breathing 
new life into old dry bones and making them 
dance? What might a culture of YES! do to 
impact our existing congregations? 

So I invite you to journey to Shreveport this 
June to be a part of our Annual Conference, 
AC2015: Come and See. To come, to see not just 
with our eyes, but with the very depth of our 
soul so that we might learn more about how to 
offer Christ to the world. ■ 
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THE THEME FOR THE 

2015 LOUISIANA 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

SAYS IT ALL... 



Come and Hear exciting guest speakers focusing 
on “out of the box” ministry! 

Come and Worship as we gather to celebrate, 
ordain, commission and remember! 

Come and Pass a Good Time at our Louisiana 
Tailgate Party! 

Come and See and Fellowship with your partners 
in ministry-clergy and lay-who share your 
mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. 




From Sunday, June 7 through Wednes¬ 
day, June 10, more than 1,000 United 
Methodists from throughout Louisiana 
will gather in the Gold Dome at Cen¬ 
tenary College in Shreveport for their 
annual gathering. The scriptural focus 
for AC2015 is John 1:39-51, where Jesus 
invites some of His disciples to believe in 
Him—and to “come and see.” 

Registration for AC2015: Come & See is now 
available online at http://www.la-umc.org/pages/ 
detail/2283. The cost of pre-registration this year 
is $30; those registering the day of the event will 
pay $50. Sign-in/registration on Sunday, June 7, 
begins at 3:30 p.m. and ends at 6:45 p.m. 

This year, every congregation is invited to bring 
a fresh loaf of bread to Annual Conference. Be 


creative—your church can bring anything from 
French bread, to pumpernickel, to the “oh so pop¬ 
ular” Hawaiian loaf. (Just be sure it is wrapped!) 

These loaves of bread will be used during com¬ 
munion, with extra loaves being sent out in the 
Shreveport community to help feed the 
hungry and homeless. 

Last years Louisiana tailgate 
party was such a hit that we are 
holding it again! On Sunday, 
from 5-7 p.m., visit colleagues 
and start new friendships out¬ 
side the Gold Dome on Centena¬ 
ry’s campus. Food trucks will be 
lined up in the parking lot, selling a 
variety of treats. Enjoy the music and fel¬ 
lowship (but we recommend that you bring your 
own chair and possibly a pop up tent for shade, 
because after all, it’s hot in Louisiana in June!) 

After the tailgate, everyone will gather in the 
Gold Dome for the opening worship service of 
AC2015 , during which Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey will lead us in com¬ 
munion and deliver her Episco- l J iU i 

pal Address. 

The next morning, both 
the Laity Breakfast and 
Laity Session will be held at 
Broadmoor United Method¬ 
ist Church, 3715 Youree Drive. 

The breakfast will be held in the 
church gym starting at 7 a.m. and 
will be followed by the Laity Session, 
starting at 8 a.m. in Broadmoor’s sanctuary. Any 
laity who do NOT wish to park their car at Broad¬ 
moor may take a free shuttle from James and 







Rotary Halls on Centenary’s campus. The shuttle 
will take riders to Broadmoor UMC, leaving from 
campus promptly at 6:45 a.m. If you are driving 
your car to Broadmoor for the breakfast, plan to 
arrive and park no later than 6:45 a.m. If you are 
only attending the Laity Session, plan to arrive 
and park at the church by 7:45 a.m. The shuttle 
will run again at 10 a.m., bringing laity 
back to Centenary College. 

While laity gather that morning 
at Broadmoor UMC, Louisiana 


Conference clergy will hold their annual ses¬ 
sion at Brown Chapel on Centenary’s campus. 
Once those meetings are finished, all confer¬ 
ence members will convene in the Gold Dome 
for a Celebration of Life, as we remember those 
clergy and clergy spouses who entered Life Eter¬ 
nal during the past year. Rev. Marie Williams, 
pastor of Blackwater UMC in Baker, will 
serve as speaker for the service. Rev. 
Williams has served as an elder in 
the Louisiana Conference since 


1973. Her appointments have 
taken her to all four corners 
of the conference and have 
included small, medium and 
large churches, campus minis¬ 
try and eight years as the Mon¬ 
roe District Superintendent. In a 
number of those appointments, Marie served as 
co-pastor with her late husband, John. She has 
three married children and seven grandchildren. 

Stacy Hood, Grace Community UMC’s 




AC2015: COME AND SEE AGENDA 


SUNDAY NIGHT, JUNE 7 

3:00 p.m. Registration training 
3:30 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Registration begins - Fitness Center 
4:00 p.m. -6:00 p.m. Boards and Agencies (see www.blank for schedule) 
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Tailgating in Gold Dome parking lot 
(Casual attire-it’s hot!) 

6:15 p.m. Teller training 
7:15 p.m. Pre-service music - Gold Dome 
7:30 p.m. Opening Communion service-Episcopal Address 
(Every Congregation - brings a loaf of bread) 


MONDAY, JUNE 8 
6:45 a.m. 
7:00 a.m. 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 
8:00 a.m.-9:30a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 
10:45 a.m. 
11:50 a.m. 


Morning Prayer - Amphitheater (Sponsored by UMM) 

Laity Breakfast - Broadmoor UMC 

Registration continues - Fitness Center 

Laity Session - Broadmoor UMC 

Clergy Session - Brown Chapel 

Break 

Gathering Music - Gold Dome 
Celebration of Life Service 
LUNCH BREAK 


1:45 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 


2:20 p.m. 
3:20 p.m. -3:35 p.m. 

3:35 p.m. 


4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 


5:10 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 


Gathering Music - Gold Dome 

Business Session #1 

The Convening of the 45th Session 

Welcome, Prayer, Roll Call 

Motions from the Secretary 

Motions/Rules of Order/Adoption of Agenda 

Episcopal Committee Report 

Board of Ordained Ministry 

Break 

Business Session #2 
CFA#1 

Resolutions/Petitions #1 
Retiree’s Recognition #1 
Guest Presentation -Dr. Elaine Heath 
Courtesy Committee Report 
Closing Prayer 
Dinner Break 

Pre-service music - First UMC, Shreveport 
Celebration of Ministry Service - First UMC 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey - Preaching 
Reception following service in Bain Hall 


TUESDAY, JUNE 9 
6:45 a.m. 
8:00 a.m.-Noon 
8:15 a.m. 
8:20 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. 


10:30 a.m. 
12:00 Noon 


Morning Prayer - Amphitheater (Sponsored by UMM) 
Late Registration 
Gathering Music 

Guest Presentation - Rev. Eric Hoffman 
Break 

Business Session #3, Prayer 
Committee on the Journal 
Recognition of Retiree Class of 2015 
Restructure Committee/Committee on Rules 
LUNCH BREAK 
Retirees Luncheon 


1:45 p.m. Gathering Music 
2:00 p.m. Business Session #4, Prayer 
Retiree’s Recognition #2 

2:40 p.m. Guest Presentation - Rev. Justin Coleman 
CFA#2 

Equitable Compensation 
Board of Pensions 

Courtesy Committee Report, Prayer 
4:00 p.m. Dinner Break 
7:30 p.m. Wesley Awards 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 10 

6:45 a.m. Morning Prayer - Amphitheater (Sponsored by UMM) 
8:15 a.m. Gathering Music 
8:30 a.m. Business Session #5 

Committee on the Journal 
Retiree’s Recognition #3 
Committee on Petitions/Resolutions 
Committee on Nominations 
Conference Board of Trustees 
Episcopal Residence Committee 
9:45 a.m. Guest Presentation - Dr. Elaine Heath 
11:00 a.m. The Fixing of Appointments 

Service of Sending Forth; Passing of the Mantle 

Deconsecration of Space 

Communion 

Departure 


For information regarding special meals held during AC2015: 
Come and See, visit http://www.la-umc.org/pages/detail/2336 . 


Director of Worship Related Ministries, will serve 
as worship leader for the Celebration of Life, and 
throughout the next three days of Annual Confer¬ 
ence. In her own special style, Stacy will “weave” 
our worship as we “come and see” what AC2015 
has to offer the 500 churches that make up the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Except for Monday evening’s service, all offer¬ 
ings taken during worship throughout the four- 
day event will be dedicated to the United Meth¬ 
odist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), which is 
celebrating its 75th anniversary this year. The 
tenth anniversary of Louisiana’s encounter with 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita will also be remem¬ 
bered during AC2015. We will lift up the incred¬ 
ible partnership that our conference had with 
UMCOR during our successful recovery efforts 
from these two devastating storms. 

That afternoon, the 45th Session of the Loui¬ 
siana Annual Conference convenes in the Gold 
Dome. At the end of the busi- 
■ ness session, Dr. Elaine 
Heath, McCreless Pro¬ 
fessor of Evangelism for 
Perkins School of The- 
■ ology, will serve as guest 
speaker from 4-5 p.m. 

PP^ Dr. Heath is a highly sought 
after theologian, apostolic 
preacher and teacher. Central themes in Elaine’s 
theology include the wisdom of the great saints 
and mystics, the healing power of the gospel of 
Jesus, the church as God’s missional community 
of faith, and the centrality of the Holy Spirit in 
prayer, discernment and ministry. Heath’s recent 
works include Missional.Monastic.Mainline. A 
Guide to Starting Missional Micro-Communities 
in Historically Mainline Traditions , co-authored 
with Larry Duggins; Abide: A Guide to Starting 
Intentional Communities , editor and contributor; 
and We Were the Least of These: Reading the Bible 
with Survivors of Sexual Abuse. 

On Monday evening, clergy will be ordained 
and commissioned during the Celebration of 
Ministry, to be held at First UMC, Shreveport 
at 7:30 p.m. In addition to ordaining elders and 
deacons and receiving them into full connection 
with the conference, as well as commissioning 
provisional elders and deacons, the service will 
include the licensing of local pastors. 

Bishop Harvey will serve as preacher for 
the service, and Adam Philley, director < 
of Music Ministries for Asbury UMC in p 
Bossier, will lead the choir. An offering ^ 
will be received that evening for a tour of 


the Holy Land for new clergy ordinands. 

On Tuesday morning, Rev. Eric Huffman will 
serve as the second guest speaker for AC2015. 
Rev. Huffman is the lead pastor of The Story 
Houston, a new congregation being planted 
through St. Luke’s UMC in Houston (thestory. 
church). Prior to moving to Houston in 2014, 
Eric successfully planted two campus min¬ 
istries and three new churches in Texas, 
Louisiana and Missouri. He gradu¬ 
ated from Centenary College in 2001, 
received his M.Div. from Saint Paul 
School of Theology in 2006, and was 
ordained as an elder by the Missouri 
Conference in 2011. 

Also on Tuesday morning, the Clergy 
Retiree Class of 2015 will be recognized as a group 
in the Gold Dome. 

Immediately following the retiree recognition, 
the Restructure Task Force will present its final 
report to the members of the annual conference. 
This group has been working diligently on this 
proposed alternative structure for our work as a 
conference. 

Throughout AC201 5, conference members will 
hear and vote on any proposed petitions and reso¬ 
lutions. To find out more about submitting peti¬ 
tions and resolutions, see page 11. 

Rev. Justin Coleman, chief ministry officer 
of the United Methodist Publishing House in 
Nashville, will address the gathering on Tuesday 
afternoon. Coleman is a native of Houston and 
a member of the Texas Annual Conference. A 
graduate of Southern Methodist University and 
Duke Divinity School, his responsibilities at the 
Publishing House include culture, innovation, 
ideation, training and alignment. 

After dinner, we will gather back in the Gold 
Dome for the second annual Wesley Awards, 
where United Methodist churches from through¬ 
out the Louisiana Conference will be recognized 
for implementing creative ministries that embody 
our Conference Core Values and Preferred Vision. 
(http://www.la-umc.org/pages/detail/1884) 
Ministries that submitted an application for a 
“The Wesleys” (a.k.a. John Wesley bobbleheads) 
prior to the April 13 deadline are being consid¬ 
ered for the award. Make plans now to attend 
this year’s event in the Gold Dome. You 
can come in “fancy dress” to the 
Wesleys or come “as you are” 
and enjoy the fun. 

Throughout AC201 5, con¬ 
ference members will watch 
videos recorded by this year’s 




clergy retirees. Always a highlight, these videos 
will be played Monday afternoon, Tuesday after¬ 
noon and Wednesday morning. The retirees will 
also be lifted up during the traditional Passing of 
the Mantle service, to be held later in the morn¬ 
ing on Wednesday. 

Before departing, conference members will 
witness and participate in the Fixing of 
Appointments, as well as sharing in 
communion during the Service 
of Sending Forth. 
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Pre-conference meetings 
to be live-streamed 5/17 

Once again, Pre-Conference Meetings 
prior to the 2015 Louisiana Annual 
Conference will be live-streamed. 

The meeting/service will be broadcast 
and streamed May 17 starting at 3 p.m. 
from Grace Community United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport, with Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey leading the gathering. While 
the event is live-streamed, participants 
will gather at designated meeting spots 
throughout the conference to view the 
broadcast (See below!) 

The beauty of this system is that those 
who cannot gather at one of the designated 
spots can view the live-stream remotely on 
their own computer. 

Designated meeting spots for pre¬ 
conference live stream are: 

ACADIANA DISTRICT 

Asbury UMC 

101 Live Oak Blvd, Lafayette, LA 70503 
First UMC 

6109 Highway 311, Houma, LA 71306-6659 

BATON ROUGE DISTRICT 

First UMC 

930 North Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

LAKE CHARLES DISTRICT 

First UMC 

812 Kirkman St, Lake Charles, LA 70601-4359 
First UMC 

2550 Monroe Hwy, Pineville, LA 71360-4139 

MONROE DISTRICT 

First UMC 

3900 Loop Rd, Monroe, LA 71201-3125 
Trinity UMC 

1000 Woodward Ave, Ruston, LA 71270-2154 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 

St. Timothy UMC 

335 Asbury Dr, Mandeville, LA 704714 

SHREVEPORT DISTRICT 

Grace Community UMC 

9400 Ellerbe Rd, Shreveport, LA 71106-7404 
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United Methodist 


United Methodist 
pastor and author 


Integrates 
Pop Culture 
and 

Christian 

Faith 


According to Abingdon 
Press, United Methodist 
pastor and author Rev. 
Matt Rawle is “on a 
mission.” Reviewing a 
series of three studies 
written by Rawle, 
Abingdon Press goes on 
to say, “He (Rawle) sees 
Christ all around him—in 
books, movies, TV shows, 
rock music—and he wants 
to share what he sees.” $ 
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MATT RAW It 


FOR RAWLE, INTEGRATING POP CULTURE and Chris¬ 
tian faith makes Jesus more accessible. “These studies are 
especially for folks who might not know the lingo, who have 
been turned off by the church, or who don’t go to church. 

There’s a lot we can learn from TV, movies and books.” 

“It’s all about finding the intersection between culture and 
the church,” said Rawle, who serves as lead pastor for The 
Well UMC in Ponchatoula, La. “We are not rejecting culture. 

This is about accepting, re-narrating, and sometimes learn¬ 
ing from culture. Can anything good come out of Nazareth? 

The answer is ‘Yes!’” 

“Culture” is simply what we make of the world, added 
Rawle. “God offers us the ingredients; and culture’ is what 
we cook up!” 

The point of writing is to “offer a good story,” said Rawle. “I see myself telling an old story 
in a new way. Just telling the gospel in a new language,” said Rawle, who graduated from the 
LSU School of Music and Duke Divinity School.“It is really important for there to be a good 
Wesleyan narrative in the mainstream culture.” 

In The Faith of a Mockingbird , based on Harper Lee’s To Kill 
a Mockingbird , Rawle uses Lee’s timeless characters to explore 
Christian faith, racial reconciliation and ethics through a four- 
week study. 

In a second book, the pastor/author draws on a long-running 
British TV program in The Salvation of Doctor Who , providing a 
“lens through which we view the intersection of faith and science.” 
Chapters include “Madman with a Blue Box,” “God and Time and 
God’s Time,” “The Oldest Question in the Universe” and “The 
Sonic Screwdriver Is Mightier Than the Sword.” 

Hollywood Jesus investigates images of Jesus and Christ figures 
in films including Cool Hand Luke, The Lion King, The Tru¬ 
man Show, and One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. Abingdon 
Press describes the study as exploring what happens “when script 
meets Scripture, when pop culture encounters the King of kings 
and Lord of lords.” According to Rawle, the study “informs our 
understanding of the person of Jesus” and how the “form of film 
informs the content of our theology.” 

Each book is an individual or small group resources, which can expand into a church 
wide worship series. A DVD featuring four sessions with 
the author, a full leader’s guide, and a worship resources 
flash drive (with sermon starters, worship backgrounds and 
shareable graphics) are available for group study. All three 
of the studies are being released Sept. 1, but are now avail¬ 
able for pre-order. 

Rawle revealed that he has a few additional projects “on 
the horizon,” with some as written works and some original 
film and original music. “These projects will be intergen- 
erational, relevant for young adults, but something Baby 
Boomers will appreciate,” he explained. 

In addition to his writing, Matt is also an international 
speaker. His most important occupation, however, is serv¬ 
ing as husband to his wife Christie and “Dad” to daughters 
Isabelle, Annaleigh and Cecilia. ■ 
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I see myself 
telling an 
old story in 
a new way. 
Just telling 
the gospel 
in a new 
language. 

It is really 
important 
for there to 
be a good 
Wesleyan 
narrative 
in the 

mainstream 

culture .’ 1 

REV. MATT RAWLE 


Pre-orders for Rawle’s three-book 
series can currently be placed 
online through Cokesbury, Barnes 
and Noble, Books-a-Million, 
Amazon, and Christian Book. 
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United Methodist 


A Collision 

Faith 



of Science 


In 1987, after decades of research, Dr. William Gallaher, 
professor of Microbiology, Immunology and Parasitol¬ 
ogy at LSU’s School of Medicine, successfully identified 
the entry protein of HIV. By 1989, he had outlined how 
that process worked, leading to the development of 
Fuzeon, an inhibitor both of HIV entry and the fusion 
process he had first observed 20 years earlier. 

GALLAHER, AN ACTIVE MEMBER of Pearl 
River United Methodist Church, recently made 
another discovery that will change the course of 
how the world medical community is tackling 
the spread of the Ebola virus. Just last October, 
nine years after cardiovascular illness forced 
his early retirement, Gallaher discovered a lytic 
protein fragment of the Ebola virus. Discovery 
of the protein fragment may prove to be a key 
element to understanding how the virus infects 
human cells. 

Working with Dr. Robert Garry, a microbi¬ 
ologist at Tulane, Gallaher has discerned how 
to deactivate this toxic protein fragment in the 
lab. The two scientists are now researching steps 
that could one day lead toward the development 
of drugs that can combat the Ebola virus. 

According to Dr. Gallaher, discovery often 
happens in solitude-in the lab, in ones office. 
And, these days, at ones lap top computer or 
tablet. “It is a moment of clarity not unlike 
a revelation, a moment alone with God- 
much like that Wesleyan experience of being 


‘strangely warmed.’ After the euphoria settles 
down, one has to wonder, ‘Why me?’ A molecu¬ 
lar secret of life has lain hidden, and here you 
are, the first human being to have the privilege 
of knowing it. It is only human to feel especially 
touched and blessed,” he explained. 

Gallaher first became “hooked on” the study 
of viral infections as a graduate student at Har- 
vard. “I had just spent 15 hours watching a viral 
infection in a culture of mammalian cells. The 
cells first began to bloat, then fuse together. 
This continued until massive sheets of fused 
cells formed, and finally, the culture completely 
disintegrated. I felt compelled to understand 
how such a small virus, capable of making at 
most only a few proteins, could take over the 
much larger and more complex host cell and 
destroy it in short order.” 

From that moment on, his life’s work became 
a quest to understand the process—and then, 
how to stop it. 

As that quest revealed the intricacy and 
miraculous detail of creation, it also became 
a journey of faith for Bill, a lifelong Christian. 
“The deeper one goes into the infinitesimal 
molecular details of life, the more amazed 
one becomes, and the more humbling is the 
experience of discovery. It is a well-kept secret 
that many scientists are also men and women 
of faith as well. Discovery is not just touch¬ 
ing nature, but getting the privilege of seeing 
God’s incredible handiwork in mesmerizing 
detail,” he said. 

Despite these “mountain top” scientific expe¬ 
riences, Gallaher’s life journey—and faith jour¬ 
ney—has had significant challenges. As a child, 
he was raised as a devout Catholic. 

In his 20’s, recurring bouts of pneumonia 
led to the removal of most of one lung. Even 
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more tragic, due to a birth defect, Gallaher 
later lost an infant son only four days after the 
birth of the child. “The experience challenged 
my faith. I developed a love/hate relationship 
with God. He was the target of my anger and 
disappointment.” 

The scientist, at his own admission, became a 
“lackluster” Catholic. Over a period of 15 years, 
he slipped into alcoholism and suffered several 
broken marriages. 

Then three important things happened to 
change the course of Gallaher’s personal life. 
First, he met his current wife, Fay. And second, 


on March 17,2001, Gallaher stopped drinking. 

A third pivotal moment happened in mid- 
2003. For the first time, Bill and Fay entered 
the doors of Pearl River United Methodist 
Church. “The discovery of that magnificent 
close-knit community of faith has changed my 
life, and has led me for the first time into a 
close personal relationship with Jesus Christ,” 
said Gallaher. 

Bill and Fay joined the choir immediately, and 
then gradually became more active in the church 
community. In January of2006, Rev. Tim Smith 
encouraged Bill to use his years of experience 


66 

Discovery 
is not just 
touching 
nature, but 
getting the 
privilege of 
seeing God’s 
incredible 
handiwork in 
mesmerizing 
detail.” 

DR. WILLIAM GALLAHER 


in teaching by becoming a lay speaker. 

Gallaher began his journey toward becom¬ 
ing a lay speaker with a public confession of 
his past. Fearful the church members would 
be disappointed by his shortcomings, they did 
just the opposite-they embraced him. “‘Open 
hearts, open minds, open doors’ is not just a 
slogan at Pearl River, but a way of life. They are 
truly ‘family,’” he explained. 

Bill’s journey in life-and in faith-has been 
ironic at times. His most recent discovery of 
the Ebola toxin was made on the morning of 
what would have been the 41st birthday of his 
son who died in infancy. “I believe that experi¬ 
ence was God’s way of telling me that 40 years 
of grief was enough. And that now-in this part 
of my journey-as the Psalmist said, it is time 
for ‘joy in the morning.’” ■ 
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United Methodist physician 
leads discussion on 

End-of-Life Care 



The topic of death and dying 
is one that most people try 
to avoid. Even for people of 
faith, confronting one’s own 
mortality—or that of a loved 
one—is perhaps the most 
challenging thing they will 
ever have to face. 



DR. SUSAN NELSON, A MEMBER OF ST. 
Andrews United Methodist Church in Baton 
Rouge and Medical Director for Senior Servic¬ 
es for the Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady 
Health System, has helped her patients navigate 
the subject of end-of-life care for years. Nelson 
leads the Louisiana Physician Order for Scope 
of Treatment (LaPOST) Coalition, a statewide 
network of health care professionals dedicated 
to advancing a best practice model for improv¬ 
ing end-of-life care in Louisiana. 

Louisiana developed the LaPOST document 
(Louisiana Physician Order for Scope of Treat¬ 
ment), which was approved as Act 954 during 
the 2010 Louisiana Legislative session. This re¬ 
sulting document translates a patient’s end-of- 
life wishes and care goals into physician orders 
that can transfer with the patient from hospital 
to home, nursing home or hospice. 

Utilizing this essential form is really only 
one component of advance care planning, 
according to Nelson. “This process involves 
much more than simply deciding what treat¬ 
ments are and are not wanted at the end of life. 
The process starts with identifying personal 
care goals, clarifying personal beliefs and val¬ 
ues and sharing these preferences with loved 
ones and health care providers.” 

Nelson adds that according to the Pew Re¬ 
search Center, “71 percent of Americans have 
thought about what they do and do not want at 
the end of life, and while 95 percent of Ameri¬ 
cans know what an advance directive, or ‘living 
will/ is, only 29 percent actually have one.” 

Under Nelson’s leadership, the LaPOST Co¬ 
alition is seeking to improve these numbers by 
providing patients and families, health care 


professionals, social workers, spiritual lead¬ 
ers and caregivers with information about 
advance care planning tools in Louisiana. 
Developed by the coalition and the Louisi¬ 
ana Health Care Quality Forum, a Conver¬ 
sations Change Lives Toolkit for patients and 
families is now available. This toolkit includes 
many resources, including the Conversations 
Change Lives Guidebook , guides to advance 
care planning and medical treatments, the 
LaPOST Consumer Handbook , frequently 
asked questions, fact sheets and even a Pow¬ 
erPoint presentation that explains the usage 
of the LaPOST document. This toolkit, as well 
as a video about LaPOST, is available for free 
download on the LaPOST website at www. 
lhcqf.org/lapost 

Nelson noted, “The toolkit is a wonderful 
resource for preparing to have discussions 
about end-of-life care wishes and advance 
planning options with loved ones, but we also 
have a number of other resources on our web¬ 
site, including a library of faith-based infor¬ 
mation related to end-of-life and advanced 
care planning. We believe that making deci¬ 
sions about the end of life is a process that in¬ 
volves not just our loved ones and our health 
care providers, but also our spiritual leaders. 
Faith plays a very important role in our de¬ 
cision-making, especially when planning for 
the end of life.” 

The coalition has also created and imple¬ 
mented LaPOST Ready campaigns through¬ 
out the state which are designed to increase 
awareness of, and to provide education about, 
advance care planning and the LaPOST docu¬ 
ment, said Nelson. ■ 


Dr. Susan Nelson, a member of St. Andrew's UMC, is pictured in the participant garden at PACE Baton 
Rouge (Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly), a nonprofit health and supportive services 
program designed to assist seniors who want an alternative to long-term care placement. Nelson is the 
Medical Director for Senior Services for the Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady Health System. 
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Tending 
Our Lives 

A lever helps us 
move an object 
that otherwise we 
could never budge. 



During the recently held Tending Our Lives event, Bishop Robert Schnase (Missouri Area) 
shared information from his book, Seven Levers: Missional Strategies for Conferences , which 
explores conferences in operational terms, showing how we can identify and change (or budge) 
practices that are “no longer conducive to our mission.” 

More than 350 Louisiana Conference clergy attended 
the gathering with Bishop Schnase and Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey, held March 9-10 at First United Method¬ 
ist Church in Alexandria. 

Lifting up the principles put forth in Seven Levers , 
Bishop Schnase discussed a “common language” that 
helps leaders focus their work on what matters most and 
“align their ministries, personnel, budgets and gover¬ 
nance accordingly.” 

Bishop Schnase, second from left, is pictured with Rev. 
John Cannon, Bishop Harvey and Rev. Donnie Wilkin¬ 
son, pastor of First UMC, Alexandria. 

. On July 1, Rev. Cannon will be appointed to 


"(We) have to take 
chances to do God's will. 
To reach someone, you 
must go to where they 
are-or create a venue to 
reach and contact them." 


In a post-event 
evaluation of Tending 
Our Lives, the 
following excerpts 
were written in 
response to the 
question, "What did 
you learn?": 





There's 
more than one 
right way to do 
things; and one 
size does NOT 
fit all." 


a dual appointment for the Louisiana Confer- 
I ence in which he will continue to serve the 
Acadiana District as superintendent while 
assuming additional responsibilities for Con¬ 
gregational Development. 


African 

American 

Summit 



More than 70 church leaders from throughout the Louisiana 
Annual Conference attended the African American Summit held 
March 8-9 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth. 

The keynote speaker for the event was Bishop Alfred L. Norris, Sr., whose presentations 
focused on “The Future of the African American Church” and “Leadership in the African 
American Context.” Bishop Norris is pictured with Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, and 
Revs. Hadley Edwards, Andy Goff and Don Cottrill, provost. 

On July 1, Rev. Edwards, New Orleans District Superintendent, will be appointed to the 
leadership role for the conference mission area of New Orleans’ 7th Ward. Rev. Goff, pas¬ 
tor for Cornerstone UMC in New Orleans, will be appointed at that time to serve as New 
Orleans District Superintendent. 


Petitions Committee 
sets June 1 deadline 

Any member of The United Methodist 
Church, or any elected group of a local 
church or District, is eligible to petition 
the Louisiana Annual Conference. 

To send petitions to present to the Loui¬ 
siana Conference, use the form found in 
the Pre-Conference Report (to be posted 
online at www.la-umc.org in April), and 
send the completed form to Rev. Berna- 
dine Johnson, Petitions Committee chair, 
at johns.bern@gmail.com or mail to Rev. 
Johnson at 12500 Old Hammond Hwy, Apt. 
E5, Baton Rouge, LA 70816-1090 by no later 
than June 1, 2015. 

Media and print handout 
deadlines, display area 
reservations for AC2015 

• Those wishing to distribute printed 
materials, handouts or brochures during 
AC2015 must submit a copy of the mate¬ 
rials for approval no later than 4:30 p.m. 
on May 4. 

• Reservations for display area space must 
also be made by May 4. Exhibitor displays 
will be set up in the Fitness Center on Cen¬ 
tenary’s campus. 

• The deadline for getting all media or 
other information to be presented onscreen 
during the 2015 Louisiana Annual Confer¬ 
ence is May 18. 

• All requests for media and print hand¬ 
out opportunities, and display area reser¬ 
vations must be made to Rhonda Whitley, 
527 North Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70802; or 
rhondawhitley@la-umc.org; or by calling 
(225) 346-1646. 


LOUISIANA 

NOW 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, 

Resident Bishop 

Rev. Don Cottrill, 

Provost 

Betty Backstrom, 

Communications Director/Editor 

Louisiana Now is published 
quarterly. Subscriptions are $20 for 
one year, $30 for two years. 

Send subscriptions, news/ 
information to: Editor, 527 North 
Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Email: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
Phone: (888) 239-5286 
or (225) 346-1646, ext. 227 
http://www.la-umc.org 


www.la-umc.org | 11 







Back by Popular Demand! 



A repeat performance of 

The Church 

Communication 

Puzzle 

Workshop 


) 

/ 


Thursday, May 14 
9:00 a.m. -12 Noon 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
1000 Woodward Ave, 
Ruston, LA 

Early Bird Registration is only $25 (by May 7) 
Registration includes breakfast and all materials 


Register online at www.umf.org. 


More info at www.umf.org or call 
225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 


UNITED METHODIST 

foundation! 

- of Louisiana - 

‘Where E-'aiiJi anti Money Come To^eltier 9 ' I 










LOUISIANA 

NEWS, OPPORTUNITIES AND WITNESS 
OF UNITED METHODIST MINISTRIES 


www.la-umc.org I Summer2015 




It’s about Jesus, 
ain’t it? 

PAGE 3 

Any given 
Sunday 

PAGE 8 

It’s not the Oscars... 
it’s the Wesleys! 

PAGE 12 


szs#iiiAiy3d 
vi ‘aonoa Noiva 

aivd 

aovisod 'S'n 

lldOdd-NON 



00ZS-£080Z 
VI ‘©Snog uo}eg 

■pAia mjjon lz s 

0 OU 0 J 0 J.UOQ (AID VI 









TEN YEARS LATER 



LIVING 
THE "NEW 
NORMAL” 


n Aug. 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina struck the 
southeast coast of Louisiana. It is estimated that at 
least 1,800 people died in the Category 3 hurricane 
and subsequent floods, making it the deadliest United 
States hurricane since the 1928 Okeechobee hurricane. Total property 
damage was reported to be $108 billion, nearly four times the damage 
wrought by Hurricane Andrew in 1992. 

Less than a month later on Sept. 24, Hurricane Rita struck the coasts of 
Louisiana and Texas. Also a Category 3 storm, Rita was the fourth most 
intense Atlantic hurricane ever recorded, according to the National Hur¬ 
ricane Center. The storm surge from Rita impacted coastal communities, 
worsening effects caused by Katrina. 

All of a sudden, the people of Louisiana were living a “new normal.” That 
tends to happen in a catastrophe. 

The entire world watched as our state went through an unprecedented 
event. Eighty percent of New Orleans was affected by Katrina with major 
flooding caused when levees failed. Then the world watched as people who 
had fled the first storm to other parts of Louisiana and Texas had to evacu¬ 
ate to escape Hurricane Rita. 

Just about everyone in our state experienced some unusual things because 
of the two storms. One particular road trip into post-Katrina New Orleans 
shortly after the event really stands out in my memory. 

I was traveling with a conference team from Baton Rouge to the Crescent 
City with the intention of taking pictures and gathering information. It was 
surprising to see flood waters on low lying parts of the interstate highway. 
As a matter of fact, the right-hand side of the Huey R Long Bridge was 
closed, so we had to drive on the left-hand side to reach our destination. 
We stood on the shoulder of the elevated highway, looking down on the 
Superdome and a once vibrant city that was completely abandoned. There 
were no people, no traffic, no birds—you could have heard a pin drop. 

Less than a month later, I was with Bishop William Hutchinson and a 
conference team that was assessing the impact of Hurricane Rita in what 
Louisianians affectionately call “Cajun Country.” Travelers had to be care¬ 
ful to take the right roads because so many were still closed. And you never 
took off on a road excursion without adequate water and provisions because 
businesses were closed everywhere. 

In several issues of the conference newspaper, the Louisiana Now , we 



E. Dwight Franklin helps 
with the gutting of his 
parents' home in New 
Orleans six months 
after Hurricane Katrina. 
3/8/06 

A UMNS PHOTO BY MIKE DUBOSE 


published lists of people who had been 
scattered throughout the country in the 
diaspora. “Have you seen these pastors?,” 
the headlines read. “The conference office 
has not heard from the following persons since 
Katrina and Rita. If you have any information ...” 

Indeed, nothing seemed “normal.” 

“There’s a lot of pain,” said Rev. Ellen Alston, who was serving as pastor 
to Covenant UMC in Chalmette at the time. “That’s deepening as people 
realize as time goes on how permanent the losses are... and that’s more than 
house and belongings. It’s the loss of access to those relationships being 
right there, the ones that you built your life around.” 

The world and the entire United Methodist church was aware of our 
pain, our heartaches and our hardships. Acts of grace began to pour in 
from strangers and friends. They helped us rebuild churches and homes. 
They sent work teams, cleaning buckets, money and prayers. 

Louisiana’s United Methodist churches sheltered evacuees, set up collec¬ 
tion and distribution sites, housed recovery teams and Red Cross volunteers, 
offered counseling to storm survivors, and did so much for others that it 
would be impossible to record it all. 

One mother-daughter volunteer team really stands out in my memories 
of those times. Shortly after people returned to New Orleans, I remember 
going to one of the local United Methodist churches that was serving as a 
distribution center for cleaning buckets and water. The two women wore 
beautiful smiles as they greeted people who had no place to stay, no water to 
drink and very little hope. I watched as they encouraged individuals who 
were dirty and probably wearing the only clothes they owned. 

While I was interviewing them, it came out that they also had lost their 
homes. Members of a large New Orleans family, they were all staying 
together in one brother’s house on the Westbank. These women had sig¬ 
nificant troubles of their own, but they were able to put them aside to show 
the love of God to those who needed it desperately. 

Through it all, the people of The United Methodist Church in Louisi¬ 
ana were at once exhausted and energized. Folks were weary from stress, 
worry and incredibly hard work. Yet they were energized by the manifes¬ 
tation of God’s love in the help received and in the help that they gave to 
“the least of these.” 

It seems to me, that’s what being faithful is all about. 
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It’s about Jesus, ain’t it? 

HEADING BACK TO THE 7th WARD 


In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, countless 
stories were written and broadcast in the national 
media about the catastrophic flooding that 
affected nearly 80 percent of New Orleans. The 
Louisiana city’s “9th Ward” suddenly became a 
household topic, symbolizing the depth of the 
disaster that in 2005 had forever changed one of 
the country’s major metropolitan areas. 



~ he 7th Ward of New Orleans, which 
stretches from the Mississippi River 
to Lake Ponchartrain, did not receive 
the same attention in the media. Yet a 
major part of the area was deeply impacted when 
the London Avenue Canal, which runs through 
the ward, breached its levees on both sides. 

The rich history of the 7th Ward community is 
steeped in its Creole roots with the area serving as 
the birthplace of early jazz greats. Dillard Univer¬ 
sity and Lafon Home, both affiliated with United 
Methodism, are located in the ward. 

The Louisiana Annual Conference felt the 
storms impact in its ministry to this historic 
area of New Orleans. “The local churches in 
the 7th Ward were greatly affected by the loss of 
members due to Katrina. These already smaller 
churches basically were either abandoned and 
sold or merged; those members left without a 
church home are worshipping with other area 
local churches,” said Rev. Don Cottrill, provost. 


The 7th Ward “initiative” is part of the commit¬ 
ment of the Louisiana Conference to develop new 
faith communities. Ten percent of the conference 
budget is apportioned for that development, and 
is the “number one” priority of the conference. 

Despite major damage to the homes, churches 
and businesses in this hard-hit section of New 
Orleans, many people have returned to the 7th 
Ward to start over in the city they love. 

The United Methodist Church is starting over, 
too. Rev. Hadley R. Edwards, who has served as 
the New Orleans District Superintendent for the 
past three years, has been appointed by Bishop 
Cynthia Harvey to the 7th Ward of New Orleans to 
begin a new ministry in this area of the city which 
has not had a United Methodist church presence 
since Katrina. This presence will be known as The 
Spirit Church: A Ministry of The United Meth¬ 
odist Church. 

“The name signifies our leaning on the Holy 
Spirit for strength and inspiration in this ministry 
that represents a new beginning. Throughout the 
Bible, stories of new starts were told. In the story 
of Noah, he released a dove after the flooding rains 
stopped. The dove returned with an olive branch 
in its beak, indicating that the storm was over, dry 
ground was available and new growth had begun,” 
said Edwards. 

The Spirit Church will serve as Gods “hands, 
feet, boots and hearts on the ground, 5 ” said 
Edwards, connecting people and “making life 
better between Sundays.” 

Since the most important ingredient in this 
effort “is people,” Edwards has connected with one 







MAKING IT 
PERSONAL 
Rev. Hadley 
Edwards, right, 
with Mr. Noel. 



of the homeowners’ associations in the 7th Ward. 
The president of the group has invited Edwards to 
the association’s July meeting, where he hopes to 
deepen contacts and begin to build relationships. 
“Community gatherings and personal contacts 
made in the community will be our method of 
operation as we build a parish. I think John Wes¬ 
ley would approve,” he added. 

Also in July, Edwards is scheduled to meet with 
New Orleans City Councilman Jared Brossett to 
find out more about the city’s master plan for 
the 7th Ward. 

It is fortunate that Edwards is a self-described 
“people person.” “I am making this personal. I’ve 
made connections with a barbershop in the 7th 
Ward, and we all know that you get the real pulse’ 
of the community in the local barbershop,” he 
said with a smile. 

On June 13, about 26 members of The Spirit 
Church launch team took a bus tour of the area. 
One of the newest members of The Spirit Church 
runs a “party bus” service in New Orleans and 
made arrangements for the group’s transportation. 

“Wearing our ‘spirit’ shirts, we boarded Snake’s 
Party Bus and traveled from the New Orleans 
District office in Metairie to the 7th Ward. The 
old converted school bus—filled with cold water, 
drinks and snacks—sported the slogan ‘Let’s Go 
Get It!’ painted in Saints’ black and gold colors 
on its side. As we made our way through the area, 
with the bus windows open and the music play¬ 
ing, we definitely drew attention!,” said Edwards. 

Rev. Lisa Fitzpatrick, director of the APEX 


Youth Center in New Orleans and a member of 
the launch team, arranged for a resident of the 
7th Ward to lead the group on the tour. “It was 
an eye opening experience. We heard from one 
who lives in the midst of the 7th Ward about the 
culture, the people, the challenges and the need for 
our ministry in this mission field,” said Edwards. 

At several points along the tour, the group dis¬ 
embarked to meet, hug and shake hands with area 
residents. One memorable encounter was with a 
woman named Denise, who pointed to a boarded 
up church building, explaining that the structure 
used to house her church. “I don’t go anywhere 
now,” she said. 

“I shared with Denise what we hoped to do 
in the 7th ward. I asked her if we were to open a 
church in the neighborhood, would she come,” 
said Edwards. Again, pointing to the building, 
Denise said, “If you open MY church, I’ll be right 
there.” “I explained to her that we were United 
Methodists. She, a Catholic, said it didn’t matter. 
‘It’s about Jesus, ain’t it?”’ 

Another area resident named Noel told us that 
he had also been a lifetime member of the neigh¬ 
borhood Roman Catholic church. Strongly hop¬ 
ing for a church located in his immediate neigh¬ 
borhood, he did not care which denomination it 
represented “as long as I get to worship God in 
my neighborhood.” “I truly believe that Denise 
and Noel are representative of others in this com¬ 
munity starved for the presence of the church,” 
said Edwards. 

Events slated for the summer and the early fall 


of this year include a block party, a “Back to School 
Bash,” “invitational” neighborhood prayer walks 
and the launching of share groups (Circles of Con¬ 
versation and Care—3 Cs) and Bible studies. 

“At the July block party, we will encourage stu¬ 
dents to sign up for receiving school supplies. This 
gives us a chance to tell people more about The 
Spirit Church and to invite them to the ‘Back to 
School Bash,”’ said Edwards, who is reaching out 
to local churches in the New Orleans District and 
to area organizations for assistance with the par¬ 
ties and with collecting the supplies that will be 
distributed. 

“The New Orleans District stands ready in sup¬ 
port of this new ministry in the 7th Ward,” said 
Rev. Andy Goff, New Orleans District Superin¬ 
tendent. “After 10 years of virtually no ministry 
in the 7th Ward, there is a sense of renewal and 
new life that has come back to this part of New 
Orleans. I invite all of our churches to partner in 
prayer for The Spirit Church as God does a new 
thing among us and with us.” 

The prayer walks will be held each Saturday in 
September with volunteers canvassing the neigh¬ 
borhoods and distributing invitations to the min¬ 
istry’s inaugural worship celebration. “These walks 
will be a great volunteer opportunity for college 
students who attend the schools in the 7th Ward 
and who are looking for a worshipping commu¬ 
nity and are in need of community service hours,” 
said Edwards. 

The residents of the 7th Ward have been 
through a lot. Not only have they been without 
houses of worship, they have lacked spiritual and 
emotional support. “Our 3 C’s groups will offer 
folks a safe space just to talk things out that might 
be happening in their lives. They may be in crisis, 
or they just might need a place to have conversa¬ 
tion,” said Edwards. 

The current plan is to limit circle size to five 
to seven individuals; meetings places can be “any¬ 
where,” ranging from coffee shops and restaurants 
to local bars. “Prayer will be offered and help will 
be given. And our guidelines will include the 3Cs 
of being courteous, confidential and compassion¬ 
ate,” he added. 

The launch team plans to offer dynamic wor¬ 
ship that has a blended style of traditional and 
new. The inaugural worship is scheduled for 
some time in September; the group is still search¬ 
ing for the “right spot” for indoor worship. An 
outdoor candlelight community service is also 
being planned during the Christmas season. “The 
Christmas service will possibly be held under the 
bridge at St. Bernard and Claiborne Avenues,” 
said Edwards. 


I INVITE ALL OL OUR CHURCHES TO 
PARTNER IN PRAYER FORTHE SPIRIT 
CHURCH AS GOD DOES A NEW 
THING AMONG US AND WITH US.” 
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The Forgotten Storm 




a food distribution and counseling center for 
storm survivors. St. Luke-Simpson UMC, also 
in Lake Charles, housed a collection center and 
provided volunteers at Red Cross centers and for 
debris removal teams. 

All three of these churches received extensive 
damage during the Category 3 storm—but they, 
along with almost every local church throughout 
the Louisiana Conference, played an active role 
in the response effort. 

First United Methodist Church in New Ibe¬ 
ria retrofitted the church’s gymnasium, building 
bunk beds to create housing for first responders, 
members of the National Guard, firefighters and 
members of disaster response teams from across 
the country. 

“We fed the community and we fed volun¬ 
teer teams with big pots of red beans and rice, 
jambalaya and boiled shrimp. The church col¬ 
lected flood buckets and water for distribution. 
This was a big hospitality effort for First UMC,” 
said Rev. Scott Bullock, pastor of First UMC in 
New Iberia. 

After a few years of disaster recovery work, 
the church’s efforts gave birth to a long-term 
response ministry that is very active today. “To 
provide adequate housing for visiting teams, we 
bought and restored another building. The Edith 
McMullen Mission Building became a reality due 
to a generous gift from Mrs. McMullen. As a mat¬ 
ter of fact, we just housed youth and adult work¬ 
ers from the Texas Conference,” said Bullock. 

Although the dust has long since settled from 
Hurricane Rita, volunteers from First UMC con¬ 
tinue to collaborate with Habitat for Humanity 
and other local groups to identify needs and to 
reach out to help members of the community. 


THERE IS A COMMUNITY SPIRIT 
AMONG EVERYONE WHO LIVES 
HERE, AND FOLKS IMMEDIATELY 
BEGAN TO PULL TOGETHER 
AFTER THE STORM HAD PASSED.” 


I I urricane Katrina was such a terri¬ 
ble event that permanently affected 
people’s lives. So a lot of people 
I throughout the country, and even in 
Louisiana, didn’t realize the extent of the damage 
caused by Rita in the Southwest portion of the 
state,” said Brandi Russell, who served as direc¬ 
tor for the conference Lake Charles Storm Center 
during the heart of storm response. 

The Category 3 hurricane that struck the 
coasts of Louisiana and Texas was the fourth 
most intense Atlantic hurricane ever recorded, 
according to the National Hurricane Center. 
Rita reached the state at Holly Beach on Sept. 
24,2005—less than a month after Katrina hit. 

In the beginning of the state’s disaster 
response, volunteers poured into the New 
Orleans area to help the city rebuild—but the 
response to Southwest Louisiana was slower. 
“Many have never heard of Abbeville or Cam¬ 
eron. People knew about New Orleans, which 
is such a large urban city,” said Rev. Doug Ezell, 
who was serving as Lake Charles district super¬ 
intendent at the time. 

Despite the challenges, church volunteers 
faithfully organized distribution centers, helped 
with clean up and offered counsel to their neigh¬ 
bors. “This area of the state is used to hurricanes. 
There is a community spirit among everyone 
who lives here, and folks immediately began to 
pull together after the storm had passed,” added 
Ezell. 

The examples of generosity abound. Sweet 
Lake United Methodist Church assisted 450 fam¬ 
ilies during the 2005 Christmas season by pro¬ 
viding gifts for those who had lost everything. 
Warren UMC in Lake Charles helped to operate 


Thousands of residents in 
southwest Louisiana 
struggled for years to emerge 
from the devastation of 
Hurricane Rita, often called 
“the forgotten storm” by 
residents of the state. 




Virginia Tech students 
Lisa Rubin (left) and 
Rachel St. John help 
gut the interior of 
Ernest Franklin's home 
in New Orleans during 
their spring vacation. 
The group was one 
of several working 
through the Louisiana 
United Methodist Storm 
Recovery Center. 3/8/06 
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DISASTER 



THEN 
AND NOW 


When it comes to disasters, 
Louisiana has had more than a 
few opportunities to hone its 
response efforts. But two 
catastrophic hurricanes in 2005, 
two more in 2008 and an oil spill 
in the Gulf of Mexico served as 
the primary stages on which 
response efforts in the state 
jumped to new heights—at 
governmental, institutional and 
church levels. 


hrough a partnership with United Meth¬ 
odist Committee on Relief, the Louisiana 
Annual Conference dramatically grew its 
disaster response ministry in the wake 
of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. “UMCOR worked 
with us, giving us the guidance and training to take 
responsibility for our own relief and recovery work. 
They showed us how to form partnerships with other 
religious and secular organizations to pool resources 
and avoid duplicating efforts. UMCOR provided us 
with more than $26,000,000 to assist with the vast 
amount of humanitarian work that was accomplished, 
and helped us set up a case management system that 
allowed us to help those most in need due to lack of 
income or insurance,” said Rev. Darryl Tate, who led 
the disaster recovery ministry for the Louisiana Con¬ 
ference at that time. 

The response needs were so great that a group of 
storm recovery stations were established to focus on the 
response in specific geographical areas of the state. The 
Westbank, Uptown, Eastbank and Slidell storm recov¬ 
ery stations organized Katrina response efforts in the 
New Orleans and Northshore areas while the Abbev¬ 
ille and Lake Charles stations focused primarily on 
response to the devastation caused by Hurricane Rita. 

When the dust finally settled, more than 107,000 
volunteers working in excess of 5,700,000 hours 
were able to muck out, rebuild and repair more than 
112,000 homes that were damaged or destroyed by 
the storms. Volunteers came from throughout 
Louisiana, from every state in the union and 
from all over the globe to help the citizens 
of Louisiana get back to “normal.” 



Ella Doyle lifts her head 
in prayer and tells fellow 
parishioners to "hold 
your head up" during an 
outdoor worship service 
at Hartzell Mt. Zion United 
Methodist Church in Slidell, 
La. The church's sanctuary 
was ruined by the Aug. 

29, 2005 storm surge from 
Hurricane Katrina. Doyle 
rode out the storm in a 
boat with her husband and 
two sons. 9/26/05 
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“Without volunteers, there is no disaster ministry,” said the late Rev. 
Connie Thomas, who served as manager of volunteers during part of 
the response to Hurricanes Rita and Katrina. 

The Slidell storm recovery station, originally housed in buildings 
owned by Aldersgate United Methodist Church, has evolved into what 
is now The Epworth Project, a long-term recovery organization for St. 
Tammany and Washington parishes. “The Epworth Center, built on the 
grounds of Aldersgate UMC, is one of two permanent facilities that were 
built to house storm recovery volunteers. A second facility is located on 
property beside the Dulac Community Center,” said Rev. Don Cottrill, 
provost. “Local churches throughout the state housed volunteers for 
many years. It seemed best to build these two permanent sites since 
the need for volunteers in these areas of Louisiana were viewed as long 
term, with the need beyond hurricane recovery.” 

The Epworth Project at Northshore Disaster Recovery, Inc. is a non- 
denominational, faith-based organization striving to “bring hope and 
comfort” to those considered to be “the least, the last and the lost.” The 
project has assisted 7,631 clients and hosted more than 56,000 volun¬ 
teers who have repaired 2,447 homes. 

Clients are typically those who have been adversely affected by storms 
as well as veterans, the elderly and the disabled. They usually fall into 
a low-income bracket. Effective case management is the foundation of 
this program that assists area residents with home building and repair 
using volunteer labor. Clients can also receive help with emergency 
housing, food and utilities. 

Dale Kimball, executive director of the project, believes that “volun¬ 
teers are the cornerstone and lifeblood of disaster recovery.” “Volunteers 
are the emissaries of hope and peace to those we serve,” said Kimball. 
“We believe that all, regardless of age or skill level, are divinely equipped 
to make a difference in the world.” 

Sometimes it is difficult to feel the impact made on individual lives 
when looking only at statistics and numbers. Put faces and names to 
those statistics, and it is easy to understand the difference made through 
this kind of ongoing recovery work. “In just a week’s worth of volun¬ 
teer work, Miss Terrie can now leave her home for the first time in 
four months because of her new handicapped ramp. Mr. George, who 
is wheelchair bound, can now access his backyard without worrying 
about snakes and animals. Mr. Landry has access to his entire home for 
the first time since it was flooded by Hurricane Isaac. And the list goes 
on,” said Kimball. 

Money is needed to complete their work, so fund development is 
another important task for the Epworth Project board of directors, 
which draws from local pastors and business professionals. Help from 
civic organizations, public grants, and corporate and private donations 
comprise a large part of the funds raised to support the work of the 
project. Remarkably, the largest amount of money raised comes from 
the volunteers who give of their time and effort to serve as the “boots 
on the ground.” “The generosity of the folks who have come time 
and again, giving of their own personal resources, is a constant 
source of inspiration,” said Kimball. 

Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that God causes 

V —m i everything to work together for the good of those 

who love God and are called according to his pur¬ 
pose for them.” That is the truth that is found at the 
center of the response to the hurricanes, the oil spill and 



"WITHOUT 
VOLUNTEERS, 
THERE IS NO 
DISASTER 
MINISTRY. 


in any act of kindness to help another person. Bishop William Hutchin¬ 
son, Louisiana’s episcopal leader during those years, wrote in a newspa¬ 
per column, “That’s the story of the millions of dollars, the thousands 
of workers, the multitude of letters and phone calls, and the countless 
hours of prayer that have been given to and for us, the people of Loui¬ 
siana. And we have done our part of trying to help ourselves—churches 
opening their doors and lives to brothers and sisters in need...” 




■Eevsr&i- O 


Volunteers working through the Epworth Project are 
shown with a client outside his "home in progress," 
top, and doing finishing work inside a second project. 
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A DIVERSE CONGREGATION 
SERVING A DIVERSE CITY 





Tia Tucker, left, and Robin Pearce 
sing in the choir of First Grace 
United Methodist Church in New 
Orleans. 8/15/10 

A UMNS PHOTO BY KATHY L. GILBERT 


Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. is 
reported to have said, “Sunday 
morning is the most segregated 
hour of Christian America.” 

But on any given Sunday in 
New Orleans, a walk through the 
doors of First Grace United 
Methodist Church paints a very 
different picture of church 
worship. 


S itting in the pews and singing in the 
choir are members of First Grace’s 
racially mixed congregation. Lively 
music and services offered in both 
English and Spanish provide the setting needed 
to appeal to a diverse congregation serving a 
diverse city. 

This Mid-City church did not always attract 
such a blended group—at least not when it was 
First United Methodist Church. 

Prior to Hurricane Katrina in 2005, First UMC 
served a predominately white congregation. The 
church, once boasting a weekly attendance of 
700 members, saw its worship numbers fall to 
less than 100. First UMC fell into the unenvi¬ 
able group of once strong urban churches fac¬ 
ing a steady decline. 

Then in 2005, Hurricane Katrina hit the city. 
The storm damaged church was facing serious 
financial and membership losses. 

Just one short mile “down the road,” Grace 
United Methodist Church was also in dire straits. 
Like First UMC, Grace took on flood waters 
when the city’s levees breeched. The church 
property had devastating structural damage, 
losing a back wall to the main building. 

First UMC and Grace UMC were just two of 
the many New Orleans area United Methodist 
churches facing crippling damage and dramatic 
losses in their congregations due to the diaspora 
of the city’s residents. Not only did many people 
in New Orleans have no place to live, they also 
had no place to worship. 

“The bishop and the cabinet developed the 
concept of Mission Zones in response to the lack 
of active local congregations in the New Orleans 
area,” said Rev. Don Cottrill, provost. “The vast 
majority of local church members were out of 
town since their homes had been flooded and 
made uninhabitable. It was not feasible to send 
many of the pastors back to the local church they 
had been serving. We decided to recruit pastors 
who were willing and able to take on the chal¬ 
lenge of the circumstances and to organize Mis¬ 
sion Zones in which there was an ‘anchor church’ 
and several other local churches in the surround¬ 
ing area. In each Mission Zone, a lead pastor was 
appointed along with a group of pastors who 
were appointed to the Zone instead of to a local 
church. They worked hard as a dedicated team, 
serving local churches, their members and the 
community.” 

Grace and First UMC were partner churches 
in one of these Mission Zones. Once the property 
for First UMC was rehabilitated, the congrega¬ 
tion invited Grace UMC to use their facilities for 
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their worship services. Eventually, both churches 
decided that the best option was to become one 
congregation—First Grace United Methodist 
Church. 

Rev. Shawn Anglim has served as pastor for the 
newly merged church since its inception. “The 
people of First Grace are ordinary people living 
wonderful and complicated lives. But they have 
been faithful to the task of blending two unique 
congregations, making a decision that changed 
their lives and the lives of the people in this com¬ 
munity for the better,” said Anglim. 

“At the time of the decision to merge, I asked 
the congregations one question: Do you believe 
that we can do more for our city as one body of 
Christ than we can do as two bodies of Christ, 
one mile apart? Fortunately, their answer was 
yes’,” he added. 

One of the most significant ways that First 
Grace UMC has reached out to the people of 
New Orleans is through the establishment of 
Hagar’s House, a shelter for homeless women. 

The storm displaced thousands in New 
Orleans and left behind a population of home¬ 
less persons that reached unprecedented levels 
for a U. S. city—one in 25 residents. In a 2008 
article from USA Today, there was an estimated 
12,000 homeless at that time, accounting for four 
percent of New Orleans’ estimated population 
of 302,000. UNITY of Greater New Orleans, a 
homeless advocacy group, then reported that 
the number was nearly double the pre-Katrina 
homeless count. 

After Katrina, a large number of those home¬ 
less began to camp under the Claiborne over¬ 
pass on Interstate 10. In October of 2007, the 


Hagar's House employees 
Carolyn Mayes, Polly Trammel 
and Nichol Luebrun are 
pictured at recent fundraiser. 


city began taking steps to relocate the group to 
safer venues. 

When First Grace United Methodist Church 
was approached by the city to help with the 
problem, the church took in a group of home¬ 
less women in need of shelter. 

That action provided the seeds for what is now 
the church’s full-fledged ministry for homeless 
women in New Orleans. With the help of gen¬ 
erous donations, the church was able to pur¬ 
chase and restore a spacious older home that 
houses the residents, who moved into Hagar’s 
House in 2010. Hagar’s House currently serves 
as home for three women with children and four 


unaccompanied women who now have a roof 
over their heads, a warm bed and the compas¬ 
sion of the congregation of First Grace UMC. 

In order to receive donations for Hagar’s 
House and related community outreach efforts, 
the church has formed a nonprofit organiza¬ 
tion known as First Grace Community Alliance. 

Carolyn Mayes serves as the house director for 
Hagar’s House. Mayes works closely with Nichol 
Fuebrun, full-time building coordinator. Com¬ 
mitted church and community volunteers team 
up with members of the part-time staff to show 
God’s love to the residents of Hagar’s House. 

“One of the most powerful things to have 
emerged at Hagar’s House is the community 
that residents have created. Folks have built rela¬ 
tionships with First Grace and among them¬ 
selves, continuing to support one another even 
after moving on,” said Mayes. 

An outgrowth of the Hagar’s House ministry, 
Project Ishmael is an immigration legal clinic for 
children. Housed at First Grace UMC, the minis¬ 
try was birthed in 2014 as part of the First Grace 
Community Alliance. 

“Project Ishmael is new, it’s open, it’s small, 
but it’s growing. There is a huge need in New 
Orleans for this kind of help,” said Angela Davis, 
New Orleans attorney and project coordinator. 

According to Davis, a full-time AmeriCorps 
interpreter will start working with Project Ish¬ 
mael in September. “In order to take on more 
cases, we are working hard to find funding for 
a second attorney. With that second person, we 
could more than triple the number of children 
with whom we currently work.” 

For more information about Hagar’s House 
or Project Ishmael, call (504) 210-5064. 

To find out more about First Grace UMC, visit 
http://firstgraceumc.org/ 


EVENTUALLY, BOTH CHURCHES 
DECIDEDTHATTHE BEST 
OPTION WAS TO BECOME ONE 
CONGREGATION-FIRST GRACE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH. 
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"This is not your mama and daddy’s church,” 
said Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey during her 
Episcopal Address, delivered June 7 during 
AC2015: Come and See. "We must lead with 
greater boldness than ever before.” 

We- Ca.W'Ji, We- Saw. 

AND WE WERE 



ANGED 


From June 7-10, more than 1,000 United Methodists from throughout 
Louisiana gathered in the Gold Dome at Centenary College in Shreve¬ 
port for their annual conference. The scriptural focus for AC2015 was 
John 1:39-51, where Jesus invites His disciples to believe in Him—and 
to “come and see.” 

The Louisiana Conference continues to work toward our “vision and 
preferred future.” Compelled by Christ’s love, lay and clergy leaders of the 
conference are “leading others into abundant life in Christ; engaging with 
our surrounding communities locally and globally in significant ways; 
learning, living and telling the gospel story to the nations; and reaching 
out and drawing in people from all walks of life resulting in vibrant, alive 
and vital congregations.” 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, in her Episcopal Address delivered 
Sunday evening, encouraged Louisiana’s United Methodists to “be all 
in.” “You can’t be lukewarm,” said Bishop Harvey, who also encouraged 



Bradley Wilson Swire, Chad David Brooks, 
Thomas Alan Johnson and Sonya Renee Lars. 


clergy and laity to be “more efficient and effective with what you DO 
have.” The Episcopal Address may be viewed at https://www.youtube. 
com/watch?v=BrnrQg6WQkA 

Bishop Harvey said that the church’s “delivery mechanism has to 
change” in order to reach more people. “If we’re not responding to the 
ends of the earth, I believe our vitality will be in question,” she added. 

Continuing a commitment to mission, an offering was received during 
AC2015 for United Methodist Committee on Relief in celebration of its 
75th anniversary. The total collected to date stands at more than $53,000; 
an additional $5,100 was raised for UMCOR by the sale of a Commu¬ 
nity Mural, which was collaboratively created by conference members 
during AC2015. 

Louisiana’s local churches also celebrated UMCOR’s 75th anniversary 
by filling a truck from UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. with 
health and school kits. 

The 10th anniversary of Louisiana’s collision with Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita was remembered during AC2015 several times. Most memorable 
was a presentation of video shot immediately after the storms hit accom¬ 
panied by the singing of a commemorative song by Stacy Hood during 
Tuesday night’s Wesley Awards. The Louisiana Annual Conference cele¬ 
brates the incredible partnership that our conference had with UMCOR 
during our successful recovery efforts from these two devastating storms. 

As AC2015 was being held, parts of the Shreveport/Bossier City area 
remained flooded from recent devastating rains. Plans began at the meet¬ 
ing to ramp up donations, flood bucket assembly and the staging of Early 
Response Teams that will serve in the area as flood waters recede. 

The Louisiana Conference has as its priority the development of new 
faith communities, with a commitment of 10% of the Conference bud¬ 
get apportioned for this purpose. A new Benchmark Project will involve 
16 of our local congregations participating in this initiative for congre¬ 
gational vitality. Several programs related to clergy training, mentoring 
and recruitment are being offered for younger and mid-career pastors. 

Four significant appointments were announced during AC2015. Rev. 
John Cannon has been serving as the Acadiana District Superintendent 
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since 2014, and while continuing in this ministry, he now begins serving 
in a dual role as the Conference Director of Congregational Development. 
In this new capacity, he will be coordinating the strategy and resources for 
new-church starts and church transformation. Cannon will be working 
closely with the other District Superintendents to seek out and equip peo¬ 
ple with the passion and gifts for planting new congregations; to discern 
the right places for planting new faith communities; and to identify existing 
churches with a high potential for transforming their ministries of evange¬ 
lism. He will also be seeking out and recruiting vital congregations willing 
to extend their outreach efforts by establishing “daughter” churches, multi¬ 
site ministries or other ministries designed to reach new people. 

Rev. Hadley R. Edwards, who has served as the New Orleans Dis¬ 
trict Superintendent for the past three years, has been appointed to the 
7th Ward of New Orleans to 
start a new ministry in an area 
of the city which has not had a 
United Methodist church pres¬ 
ence since Hurricane Katrina. 

This presence will be known as 
The Spirit Church: A Ministry 
of the United Methodist Church. 

Replacing Edwards, Rev. E. 

Andrew Goff has been appointed 
as the New Orleans District 
Superintendent. Goff has most 
recently served as lead pastor for Corner¬ 
stone UMC in New Orleans. 

Rev. Juliet Spencer is the new Monroe 
District Superintendent. Most recently 
serving as pastor of St. Andrew’s UMC 
in Baton Rouge, Spencer replaces Rev. 

Ellen Alston, who has served as Monroe 
District Superintendent for the last two 
years. Prior to that appointment, Alston 
served as Alexandria District Superinten¬ 
dent for five years. 

Four persons were ordained elder and 
one person ordained deacon and received 
into full connection with the conference; 


a total of 12 persons were commissioned as provisional elders. 

Guest speakers for AC2015 included Dr. Elaine Heath, McCreless Pro¬ 
fessor of Evangelism for Perkins School of Theology, along with Rev. Eric 
Huffman, lead pastor of The Story Houston (a satellite ministry of St. 
Luke’s UMC in Houston), and Rev. Justin Coleman, chief ministry offi¬ 
cer of the United Methodist Publishing House in Nashville. 

During this year’s Laity Breakfast, Mr. Dean Harvey served as keynote 
speaker and the Daughenbaugh Matheny Scholars were recognized (see 
page 14 for names). 

A report from the Conference Restructure Task Force, which recom¬ 
mended a proposed alternative structure for our work as a conference, 
was passed. 

Local churches were recognized for excellence in ministry during the 
2015 Wesley Awards, held in the Gold Dome. Winners were chosen for 
implementing creative ministries that embody our Conference Core Val¬ 
ues and Preferred Vision. The winners are found on pages 12 and 13 of 
this edition of the Louisiana Now. 

More young adults in our Annual Conference sessions were involved 
as either lay members from local churches, district delegates or observ¬ 
ers. These persons, falling into the 19-35 age bracket, held conversations 
throughout AC2015 and reported to the body with a summary of their 
observations and discussions at the close of the event. 

Prior to the Episcopal Address, conference members gathered for a 
Louisiana tailgate party outside the Gold Dome to visit colleagues and 
start new friendships while enjoying treats provided by local food trucks. 

Clergy and clergy spouses who entered Life Eternal during the past 
year were remembered during the Celebration of Life (see page 15 for 
names and photos). 

For Facebook coverage of AC2015: Come and See, visit https://www. 
facebook.com/louisianaconference 


Left: Linda Katherine Broderick. Below: Seated, Laura Elaine Nusbaum, 
Allison Naifeh Sauls, Ronald James Southall, Kelly Beacham Berne, 
Jessica Ann Lowe and Alice Kendig Young. Standing, Kermit Curtis 
Roberson, Peter Grant Gaughan, Fredrick Harrell Sweetwyne, Shawn 
Thomas Hornsby, Jay Churchill Hogewood and Linard Craig Davis. 
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THE WESLEYS! 


Rev. Matt Rawle, pastor of The Well United Methodist Church 
in Ponchatoula, served as host to the second annual "Wesley 
Awards,” held the evening of Tuesday, June 9 of AC2015: 
Come and See in the Gold Dome. 

Winners of the award (a.k.a John Wesley bobbleheads!), hail¬ 
ing from United Methodist churches from throughout the 
Louisiana Conference, were recognized for implementing cre¬ 
ative ministries that embody our Conference Mission, Core 
Values and Preferred Vision. Ministries that were lifted up were 
submitted for review prior to the 2015 Louisiana Annual 
Conference. 

We went from 20 or so applicants last year to an abundance 
of over 75 applicants this year. It’s that kind of abundance that 
reminds us of resurrection. It’s that kind of abundance that 
reminds us of what it means to live a Christian life. 

Here are this year’s winners, according to category of ministry: 


* LEADING OTHERS TO AN 
ABUNDANT LIFE IN CHRIST 

Algiers United Methodist Church’s Prison Min¬ 
istry began with a prayer, an idea and a small 
group of disciples who wanted to offer hope. 
Every month, the members of Algiers UMC reg¬ 
ularly write letters and send cards to 12 differ¬ 
ent inmates, leading to a partnership between 
the church and the Justice and Accountability 
Center of Louisiana. Through the church’s assis¬ 
tance, one young man found out that he was 
eligible to go to college to pursue his dream of 
being a nurse. 

Southeast Ministries of Broadmoor United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge has served 
more than 8,000 people over the last year with 
an unpaid staff of more than 100 volunteers. 
One woman came to Southeast Ministries 


because she lost her job and needed extra food to 
make ends meet. Many weeks later, she returned 
to the ministry, not for food, but to let Southeast 
Ministries know she had gotten a full-time job. 

First United Methodist Church of Slidell spon¬ 
sors the “Feed Dat” ministry. Since the ministry 
began in October of 2014, Feed Dat has fed over 
1,000 families in need. There is no screening 
process. All are welcome, just as all are welcome 
to the Lord’s Table. 

The Brown Bag ministry of Louisiana Ave¬ 
nue United Methodist Church started with a 
vision from one of Louisiana Avenue’s college 
students. Every month, Louisiana Avenue UMC 
serves more than 150 homeless living on the 
streets of Lafayette. The Brown Bag ministry 
reveals that love is the mission of the church. 
The church meets people where they are, just 
like Jesus meets us. 


* ENGAGING WITH 
YOUR COMMUNITY 

Asbury United Methodist Church of Bossier 
City’s Katy Build was named in memory of 
Katy Watkins, a young girl in the Asbury youth 
group who gave her time to make a difference 
in the life of those around her. The first Katy 
Build, constructed for first-time military veteran 
homeowners, was the first new construction in 
the Scott-Dickerson neighborhood in almost 
50 years. From idea to threshold dedication, the 
build took only 64 days. 

Lucas Prestenback, an eight grader who attends 
Bayou Blue United Methodist Church in Houma , 
decided that he wanted to feed the homeless. So 
he took it upon himself to contact Hope House 
and meet with Bayou Blue’s mission committee, 
challenging them to feed the hungry in their com¬ 
munity. What began as a middle schooler’s idea is 
now a ministry that has fed over 100 people and 
started an ongoing relationship with Bayou Blue 
UMC and Hope House. 

The “Sandbox” ministry (officially called “UM 
Share”) of Mansfield, Logansport, Wesley ; Grand 
Cane , and other United Methodist churches was 
established to build relationships and conversation 
and shared worship between black and white con¬ 
gregations. In addition to the important work of 
reconciliation, these churches in the sandbox came 
together to donate over 300 school uniforms for 
children in Desoto Parish. The “Sandbox” motto 
is, “The world is our parish.” 

The Outreach Ministry of NewSong United 
Methodist Church in Prairieville has raised funds 
for a new building and parsonage for a church 
in the Romelie community of the Guantanamo 




UfcM 



Province in Cuba. Because of NewSong’s work 
in this remote area of Cuba, this new church 
adopted NewSong as the name of their faith 
community, “New Song Iglesia Methodista en 
Romelie.” 

St. John’s United Methodist Church in Baton 
Rouge started the “Consulado Movil de Mexico” 
so that the Mexican Consulate in New Orleans 
might help marginalized Mexican immigrants 
begin the path toward legal U.S. citizenship. The 
project helps immigrants update important doc¬ 
uments so that they can remain in good standing 
in the United States. Since December, St. John’s 
has helped 300 Mexican families with the legal 
citizenship process. 

* LEARNING AND TELLING 
THE GOSPEL STORY 

Chatham United Methodist Church in the Mon¬ 
roe District has discovered the power of movies 
to both share the Gospel story and build com¬ 
munity. “Movies Under the Stars” offers family 
friendly movies in a community where there’s 
not much to do after dark. In a way, “Movies 
Under the Stars” embodies the light of Christ, 
the light that shines in the darkness, a light that 
will never be overcome. 

Faith Crossing United Methodist Church 
began the Hummingbird Lane ministry to 
offer a safe place for children to learn the Gos¬ 
pel story. What began as a place where children 
could receive help with homework has grown 
into a music ministry during which children use 
home-made and donated instruments to sing 
praises to God. The Hummingbird Lane Min¬ 
istry now offers meals during Thanksgiving and 


provides Christmas gifts to the children during 
the holiday season. 

The Martin Memorial Garden and Labyrinth 
at First United Methodist Church in Gueydan 
has taken a more silent approach to sharing the 
Gospel story. Inspired by a memorial gift hon¬ 
oring John and Allen Martin, one of whom was 
a rose enthusiast, a prayer garden and labyrinth 
in the style of the labyrinth from the Chartes 
Cathedral in France was begun in February in 
2014. With the help of a mission team from 
Missouri, a garden full of white roses, clematis, 
hydrangea, amaryllis and other flowers reminds 
the Gueydan community that a garden was 
God’s first gift to humanity. 

The after-school ministry of Vidalia United 
Methodist Church accommodates an average 
of 45 children every Tuesday, offering a place 
for snacks, homework help and Bible stories. 
Last year, the children offered a ministry for 
the church in leading the congregation’s Christ¬ 
mas program. Because of the after-school pro¬ 
gram, the community and the church have been 
blessed with the life-giving Gospel story. 

* REACHING OUT AND 
DRAWING PEOPLE IN 

Louisiana Memorial United Methodist Church 
in the Acadiana District provides “Wesley’s 
Table,” a free community breakfast. The ministry 


began in February of 2015 with a handful of vol¬ 
unteers committed to breaking down the barri¬ 
ers that too often divide our communities. What 
began as a feeding ministry has grown into a 
partnership with the local women’s shelter and 
a more inclusive and diverse congregation. 

“Village of Hope” and “Gumbo of Art, Music, 
and Culture” programs, hosted by Camphor 
Memorial United Methodist Church, are chil¬ 
dren’s outreach ministries for the Scotlandville 
community. Village of Hope reaches out to 
young children, providing them with academic 
enhancement through homework assistance and 
cultural enrichment. “Gumbo of Art, Music, 
and Culture” program invites older children to 
experience, through field trips and interactive 
workshops, the cultural richness of the Scot¬ 
landville community. Through Gumbo, children 
have learned about history, art, entrepreneurship 
and financial literacy. 

Wesley Chapel in Homer moved into an 
unused Southern Methodist Church building 
to offer a place of hospitality of families who 
were visiting incarcerated loved ones. This holy 
ground now offers an ecumenical worship expe¬ 
rience and revivals and youth services for area 
churches. Through hospitality and worship, the 
“Seeds of Light” ministry offers lodging for fam¬ 
ilies visiting loved ones at the David Wade Cor¬ 
rectional Facility as well as GED classes, tutoring 
program, and Christmas gift program. 


LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS: 

* Louisiana Methodist Children's Home 

* United Methodist Committee on Relief 

Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home is a leading faith-based provider of behav¬ 
ioral health services statewide. More than 560 employees actively provide an array of 
ministries across Louisiana from home-based services to intensive, trauma-focused, 
residential care for children and adolescents with severe emotional and behavioral 
needs who are unable to live in less intentional therapeutic settings or at home even 
with community-based supports. 

UMCOR is a ministry of The United Methodist Church through the General Board 
of Global Ministries. The agency’s goal is to assist the most vulnerable persons 
affected by crisis or chronic need without regard to their race, religion, gender, or 
sexual orientation. 

UMCOR’s work reaches people in more than 80 countries, including the United 
States. The agency provides humanitarian relief when war, conflict or natural disaster 
disrupt life to such an extent that communities are unable to recover on their own. 
Louisiana was the recipient of close to 26 million dollars in aid from UMCOR dur¬ 
ing our recovery from Hurricanes Rita and Katrina. 
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A Recognized as new local pastors 
were, front row, Denise Smith, Cynthia 
Kaupp, Becky Poor, Leah Gaughan, 
Bethany Lawson. Back row, John Tel I is, 
Fernando Rivera, Thomas Williams, 
Jason Harris and Michelle Harris. Not 
pictured is Laurie Rayborn. 
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B Bettie Jo Rhodes, Bryan 
Sibley and Chyrelena Peyton 
were recognized as the 
newest Certified Lay Ministers 
in our conference. 


C Recognized at AC2015 for having completed the 20 classes for 
the Course of Study School were Stephanie Kidd, Robert Johnson, 
Mary Amanda Carpenter, Edward Lee Cooperand Sandra DeFatta. 

D Recognized at AC2015 as having completed License to Preach 
School were Rebecca Poor and James Wilkins. Not pictured are 
Shirley Collins, Earl Cumming and Christopher Hyde. 


Scholars 


els 




Daughenbaugh-Matheny Scholars 

Hannah Bergeron, Acadiana 
Robin Chailland, New Orleans 
Gabrielle Coleman, New Orleans 
Calvin Davis, Shreveport 
Harrison D. Folse, New Orleans 
Ben Green, Shreveport 
Jonathan W. Harrel, Jr., Monroe 
Allie Hornsby, Lake Charles 
Micolette Jackson, Baton Rouge 
Cole Lavergne, Lake Charles 
Catherine LeBlanc, Baton Rouge 
Peyton Miller, Lake Charles 
Victor Robert, Baton Rouge 
Logan Settoon, Lake Charles 
Leonesha Sims, Acadiana 
Amanda Willis, Monroe 
Abbie Woods, Shreveport 


Harry Denman Award 

Clergy - Lala Ball Cooper 
Lay Freida Capps Peel 
Youth David Lee Prather 

Sojourner Truth Award 

Evelyn Cloutman 

Bishop and Kay Hutchinson 
Endowment Scholarship: 

Micolette Jackson 

Bishop and Kay Hutchinson 
Endowment Scholarship: 

Logan Settoon 
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n Memoriam 


JUNE 2014-JUNE 2015 


“Let not your heart be troubled: you believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” 

John 14:1-3 



A. Baker S. Calvo C. Chambers E. Collins, Jr. 



A. Einsel 


B. Hoekstra 


C.Johnson 


D. McGuire 


Clergy 

Arthur M. Baker • 1926-2014 
Michael R. Boyett • 1947 -2015 
Samuel Calvo • 1939-2014 
Curtis A. Chambers • 1924-2015 
Angus Lee Carruth • 1924-2015 
Emmett C. Collins, Jr. • 1941 -2015 
Alan D. Einsel • 1939-2014 
Barry Hoekstra • 1956-2014 
Helen P. Marcussen • 1923 -2014 
Curtis Johnson • 1935-2015 
Douglas L. McGuire • 1921 -2015 
Judy E. Nelson • 1941 -2014 
Paul C. Singletary, Sr. • 1931 -2015 
Gordon L. Smith, Sr. • 1929-2014 
Robert Ed Taylor • 1931 -2014 



J. Nelson P. Singletary, Sr. R. Taylor M. Bond 



E. Friedrich E. Cain 


J. Harris M. King 


Clergy Spouses 

Catherine S. Augustine • 1925-2014 
Bonnie Bengston • 1929-2015 
Marie Bond • 1923-2014 
Earline R. Friedrich • 1926-2015 
Helen T. Franklin • 1932-2014 
Elsie S. Cain • 1916-2014 
James Harris • 1948-2014 
Madice N. King • 1930-2014 
Virginia R. Maxwell • 1939-2014 
Pat Norton • 1936-2014 
Velma June Patton • 1926-2015 
Neva Sohl Salter • 1924-2015 
David Switzer • 1925-2015 
Elizabeth Trickett • 1924—2015 
Maude Wallace • 2014 



V. Maxwell P. Norton N. Salter D. Switzer E. Trickett 


www.la-umc.org | 15 
























Traveling this summer? 

DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOUR WILL IS? 



REQUEST A FREE 
Wills Planning 
Guide! 


Whether you're traveling the 
world or staying home this 
summer, making sure others 
know where your will is located 
is as important as making one. 


To learn more about planning 
your estate, visit our website or 
conlaelus to request 
a FREE Wills 
Planning Guide! 
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE 


Mary said, “With all my heart I glorify the Lord! In 
the depths of who I am, I rejoice in God my savior. 
He has looked with favor on the low status of his 
servant. Look! From now on, everyone will consider 
me highly favored because the mighty one has done 
great things for me. Holy is his name. He shows 
mercy to everyone, from one generation to the next, 
who honors him as God. He has shown strength with 
his arm. He has scattered those with arrogant 
thoughts and proud inclinations. He has pulled the 
powerful down from their thrones and lifted up the 
lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things and 
sent the rich away empty-handed. He has come to 
the aid of his servant Israel, remembering his mercy, 
just as he promised to our ancestors to Abraham and 
to Abraham’s descendants forever.” Luke 1:46-56 








Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Flarvey 


I grew up in far West Texas in a small town, Big 
Spring. Often when people ask me where that is, 
I tell them it is not the end of the world, but you 
can almost see it from there. 

When I go to Big Spring, I often fly because it 
is entirely too far to drive from almost anywhere. 
I fly of course not into Big Spring - there is no 
airport there but into Midland-Odessa. 

I have a routine. I fly in, pick up my rental car 
and head the 30-40 miles east on Interstate 20.1 
can almost set the car on cruise control and take 
a nap.If you have ever been out in that part of 
the world, you know how flat and straight it is. 

Big Spring sits on a bit of a hill and there is a 
point in the trip when I spot my favorite sign - 
“Big Spring, 19 miles.” 

At that 19-mile mark, I can see Big Spring! If 
it is night, I can see the lights of the town. If it 


is day, I can see the power windmills on top of 
the hill they call Scenic Mountain - trust me, it 
is no mountain. 

At that 19-mile mark, I can smell the food 
cooking in my mother’s kitchen. I can hear my 
sister’s laugh. I can see my dad pacing back and 
forth in the living room, peeking through the 
curtains every once in a while, looking to see if 
he can see me coming down the street. 

It is the longest 19 miles of the trip, but per¬ 
haps the best. You see, it is in these 19 miles that 
I can begin to hope for what I know has always 
been true - love awaits my arrival. 

That trip has been very different over the last 
few years. My mother has died. My sister’s laugh¬ 
ter is but a memory, as is my father’s pacing. 

But the sights, the smells, the sounds, the love 
are still there. I experience them still in a very 
real way. 

So, even though the Christmas music has been 
playing in department stores since Halloween, 
we are not there yet! We are just officially get¬ 
ting started! 

The sign says, “Christmas - 19 miles” and if 
you are like me, you are hoping against all hope 
that something special might happen. That we 
can know and experience what we’ve always 
known to be true - love awaits our arrival. 

Can you see it from here? Maybe you can even 
smell it and hear it, but we are not quite there 
yet. We’re so close, yet so far. 

We are no different than those who longingly 
awaited the arrival of the Messiah. They stood on 
the same edge we stand - 19 miles away, hoping 
against all hope that the Messiah would bring 
change, fulfillment and new life into THEIR life. 

Where is hope for you? Your real hope? For 
today? For tomorrow? 

I love “Mary’s Song,” or the “Magnificat.” 
Mary’s song is a song of hope. 

It is a song of reversal. Mary’s song anticipates 
and models what God will do for the poor, the 
powerless and the oppressed. 

It is a song of hope for all people. It is in her 
joy and hope for a better world that she sings this 
song of liberation. 

When you look at this story closely, you begin 
to see a story of working class folk living in dif¬ 
ficult times; in circumstances not too different 
from those faced by millions of people today, 
like you and me. 

Mary, the young mother in the Christmas 
story, is unreasonably confident that the future 
will be better. Her song is indeed revolutionary. 

continued on page 15 
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Partnering with the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank, Faith 
Crossing United Methodist Church in Walker sponsors 
a mobile food pantry one Sunday a month on church 
grounds. The food ministry has drawn many community 
neighbors to the church, where friendships have developed 
between those being served and the congregation. 


Faith Crossing UMC 
helps the children on 
Hummingbird Lane 

'AKE FUG 




eth Lawson, a charter member of 
Faith Crossing UMC, was serving as 
the church’s children’s coordinator in 
the spring of 2014. Through her work, 
Beth became acquainted with a group of nine 
elementary school-aged children who lived on 
Hummingbird Lane, a street near the church. 
These children were only brought to church on 
occasion. “I quickly realized we only saw these 
particular kids on the one Sunday a month that 
we hosted the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank,” 
said Lawson. 


After engaging them in conversation, the 
children “excitedly” told Beth of other kids who 
lived on Hummingbird Lane that she hadn’t 
met yet. “When I discovered that an elderly cou¬ 
ple from our congregation also lived on the 
same street, I could not deny my directive to 
develop a ministry action plan that would reach 
out to these children.” 

After just a brief visit to the house of Bob and 
Carolyn Dupre, long-time United Methodists, 
the vision for a ministry action plan on Hum¬ 
mingbird Lane started to take shape. “We car¬ 
ried a conviction that the kids who lived there 
needed someone to model what it means to be 
a disciple of Jesus Christ, right in their very own 
community,” said Lawson. 

Through prayer and discernment, it was 
decided that Beth would begin meeting with 
the children on Fridays, immediately after they 
got off the school bus. The group would gather 
at the home of the Dupres, which just happened 
to be the school bus stop. © 




















Help came from everywhere, it seemed. The 
Dupres offered their front porch. Lawson’s 
father offered his guitar for music. Her seven- 
year-old daughter offered her Bible. And an 
old friend showed up at Lawson’s house with 
$90 that paid for enough five-gallon buckets, 
colored duct tape and sticks to make drums for 
all of the kids on Hummingbird Lane. 

The first gathering was held May 2,2014. “I 
was there, waiting for them with ‘high-fives.’ 
We asked them about the best and hardest 
parts of their week. Our activities included 
scripture reading, prayer and making musi¬ 
cal instruments with whatever we had. These 
kids had a genuine interest in the Word of God. 
Essentially, we created an intentional disciple- 
ship community that is similar in many ways 
to a Wesleyan class meeting,” said Lawson. 

Rev. Warren Clifton arrived at Faith Cross¬ 
ing UMC in the summer of 2014 to serve as the 
congregation’s new pastor. “I was greeted by this 
group of children who invited me to their Bible 
study. I had no idea what to expect, but that 
Friday, I drove to Hummingbird Lane to find a 
group of children waiting in the road, waving 
me down to be sure I found the address. I sat in 
the porch swing and listened to these children 
read passages from the Sermon on the Mount 
and watched as they prayed for each other and 
for their neighbors. We had church!,” said Rev. 
Clifton. 

Rain or shine, the group met. The kids 
would run toward the Dupres’ property when¬ 
ever they saw Lawson’s car. When school let 
out for the summer, the group gathered in the 
mornings to avoid the afternoon heat. Once 
fall returned, the schedule returned to after¬ 
school meetings. When it turned cold, the 
group made fires and hot chocolate. “When I 
had to be out of town to attend seminary, vol¬ 
unteers stepped in to fill my place. Some kids 
moved away and others moved in. Another 
spring came and we celebrated Christ’s resur¬ 
rection with kids who couldn’t even pronounce 
that word a year before. Regardless of the con¬ 
ditions, the Gospel was consistently brought 
to Hummingbird Lane in a true Wesleyan 
and apostolic fashion. Most importantly, the 
intentional discipleship community was main¬ 
tained according to its original purpose—to 
love Jesus and to love like Jesus,” said Lawson. 

Rev. Clifton explained that at the time, Law- 
son was taking her preaching course at Asbury 
and planning to preach at Faith Crossing 


UMC. “But we encouraged her to preach in 
the open air, like Wesley and Whitfield. Beth 
delivered her sermon to children and adults 
from Hummingbird Lane as they gathered 
around a fire and drank coffee and hot choco¬ 
late. It was a blessing to see her gifts as a pastor 
develop as she ministered to these wonderful 
families,” said Clifton. 

After 13 months of serving the children of 
Hummingbird Lane as a lay member of Faith 
Crossing UMC, Lawson was licensed as a local 
pastor by the Louisiana Annual Conference. 
“The same week I received that license, I was 
once again on Hummingbird Lane. A little 
boy, who had participated in this gathering 
from the beginning, came to me and told me 
he wanted to be baptized. I shared in his joy 
with him, and asked him talk to his parents 
about it. The very next week, there were five 
children who wanted to be baptized—and the 
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'These kids have already 
done much to season their 
own homes and their own 
street with the Gospe 


- Rev. Bethany Lawson 


same little boy was asking to be baptized by 
me, right there on the street where they live,” 
said Rev. Lawson, who now serves as associ¬ 
ate pastor for St. Andrew’s United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge. 

On June 26,2015, the kids of Hummingbird 


Lane invited two United Methodist congre¬ 
gations, their entire street and their extended 
families to come out and witness their baptisms 
by immersion on the Dupres’ front lawn. Dur¬ 
ing the baptism, the children led the service 
with a scripture reading and songs. The choice 


of music allowed them to use the drums they 
had crafted together. On that day, two children 
were baptized, one remembered her infant bap¬ 
tism and two committed to being baptized in 
a church sanctuary. “Both United Methodist 
congregations pledged to support these new 
Christians. Many neighbors and family mem¬ 
bers of the children remembered their baptisms 
and renewed their faith in Jesus Christ. The kids 
continue to gather and worship on Humming¬ 
bird Lane, spreading Christ’s message by the 
examples of their lives,” said Lawson. 

Beth credits a course she took at Asbury 
Theological Seminary during the spring of 2014 
with providing the inspiration for the Hum¬ 
mingbird Lane ministry. “Dr. Stephen L. Mar- 
tyn, associate professor of Spiritual Formation at 
Asbury, led the course on Tradition and Spiritual 
Formation. The assignment for the course was 
to develop a ministry action plan that would set 
forth our application of the worship, discipleship 
and missional aspects of the early Methodist 
tradition. By the end of the course, I could see 
the ultimate goal of ministry is simply helping 
people to love Jesus and love like Jesus. At the 
beginning of the course, Dr. Martyn posed one 
simple question — ‘Who around you is showing 
genuine interest in the Gospel?’,” said Lawson, 
who is in awe of how Scripture has inspired the 
children of Hummingbird Lane. 

Faith Crossing UMC’s ministry on Hum¬ 
mingbird Lane reflects the “vision and pre¬ 
ferred future” of the Louisiana Annual Con¬ 
ference of The United Methodist Church by 
“learning and telling the Gospel story.” 

“These kids have already done much to sea¬ 
son their own homes and their own street with 
the Gospel. I know that one day the Lord will 
send them into the world to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ. God had the Hummingbird Min¬ 
istry in place a full year before Dr. Elaine Heath 
addressed the 2014 Louisiana Annual Confer¬ 
ence in Shreveport, but this ministry is exactly 
the kind of ministry she illustrated as a dande¬ 
lion thistle,” said Lawson. “Through this expe¬ 
rience, I believe that God blesses a strategy that 
employs four verbs—identify, engage, equip and 
send. Identify who it is that has a genuine inter¬ 
est in the Word of God. Engage those individu¬ 
als with the Gospel on a consistent basis. Equip 
those individuals to lead intentional disciple¬ 
ship communities on their own. And, finally, 
send them into the world to make disciples of 
all nations.” ■ 
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r A Feed Dat 
Vfr Ministry 


FIRST UMC, SLIDELL AND 
TEED DAT' MINISTRY: 


FOOD FOR 
BODY 




Church and community 
members celebrate the 
one-year anniversary of the 
Slidell church pantry. 


MARITZA PEREZ, A MEMBER OF FIRST 
United Methodist Church in Slidell, had a 
vision for a food pantry. But not just any 
kind of pantry-a food distribution pantry. 


O nce employed by a large food distribution center, 
Maritza discovered that items that were about to 
expire could not be delivered by the center. The food 
was simply being thrown away, but in many cases, 
the items had a couple of weeks left on their shelf life. The food 
could be donated, if a way could be developed to distribute it 
locally in a timely fashion. 

So Maritza brought her idea to the First UMC church council 
and its missions committee. Many met to brainstorm, pray, work 
and finally build the ministry. In time, Maritza s vision became 
a reality and the “Feed Dat” ministry was born. 

With Slidell, La. located squarely in New Orleans’ Saints ter¬ 
ritory, playing off of the NFL team’s chant of support, “Who 
Dat?,” for the name of the food ministry seemed like a natural 
thing to do. Through the process of the meetings and strategic 
planning, church members decided that the best way to share 
“God’s harvest” was to target “the working poor” and to have as 
few stipulations as possible on being eligible for receiving food. 

“Simply, if you could produce an ID, lived in the area sur¬ 
rounding the church and needed food, you were eligible. Par¬ 
ticipants in ‘Feed Dat’ were asked only to come to the church 
and pick up what was being passed out that week,” said Rev. 
Karl Klaus, pastor of First UMC. At the first distribution more 
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Members of First 
UMC, Slidell 
celebrate 'Feed Dat' 
Ministry Day at the 
city's Heritage Park. 


than a year ago, food items were shared with 
50 family units. Each week those numbers have 
grown, and recently, that number has grown to 
more than 200 families per week. Thousands of 
people have been served, to date. 

Every Wednesday morning, a rental panel 
truck is sent to the local food distribution ware¬ 
house where it is loaded with pallets of food. 
Once the items are unloaded at the church, they 
are cleaned and put away. Food that is damaged 
beyond usability is thrown out. Each Wednes¬ 
day evening, a variety of food is separated into 
about 350 bags of groceries. Items range from 
staples like vegetables, flour, cereal and beans to 
household items like paper and cleaning prod¬ 
ucts. Starting at 4 p.m. every Thursday, “Feed 
Dat” volunteers gather in a designated room 
just off of the church’s Fellowship Hall to begin 
distributing the bagged items. 

Of course, receiving the items is very impor¬ 
tant to those benefitting from the ministry. But 
church members soon realized that people were 
coming for much more than something to eat. 

Volunteers not only begin their work by lift¬ 
ing each other up in prayer, they share devotion- 
als and pray with those gathered outside wait¬ 
ing for food. In addition, there is a station set 
up so that the recipients can make a personal 
prayer request. “If requested, prayers with indi¬ 
viduals are offered right then and there,” said 
Perez, who is also currently employed as the 
church secretary. “Those prayer requests are 
then emailed to members of our prayer chain. 
And we’ve noticed that people come early to 


stand in line, just for the fellowship!” 

Relationships are forming between the peo¬ 
ple of First UMC and those who are in need, 
said Rev. Klaus. “It is a joy to greet, and some¬ 
times, hug one another. We have even broken 
bread together, offering Holy Communion to 
all. ‘Feed Dat’ is offering more than just food. 
This ministry establishes and strengthens the 
bonds of friendship between many in the 
church community and our membership.” 

First UMC’s “Feed Dat” ministry reflects the 
“vision and preferred future” of the Fouisiana 
Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church by “leading others to an abundant life 
in Christ.” This vision is directly in line with 
First UMC’s mission statement, which reads, 
“We are a family of Christ’s servants-sowing 
seeds, growing branches, harvesting for the 
Kingdom of God.” And through the “Feed 
Dat” program, the church is also “sharing the 


harvest for the Kingdom of God.” 

This life-changing program has received 
its share of recognition. Slidell Mayor Freddie 
Drennan declared it to be “Feed Dat Ministry 
Day” on May 3 during a celebration held at the 
city’s Heritage Park with a performance by the 
Fouisiana Philharmonic Orchestra. The story of 
the ministry has also been told through a num¬ 
ber of articles in local newspapers, allowing the 
community to know more about the program. 

Perhaps most impressive is that a number of 
people who have received food through “Feed 
Dat” now volunteer to keep the ministry going. 
“Many have found a place to belong, a place to 
serve, a place to give back, a place to feel like 
they are ‘somebody’.. .and a place to know they 
are making a difference,” said Rev. Klaus. “It is 
a beautiful thing that happens when you serve. 
Others are helped by our efforts, and as we serve 
others, it changes our lives.” ■ 


"We are a family of Christ’s 
servants—sowing seeds, 
rowing branches, harvesting 
for the Kingdom of God." 

- First UMC Mission Statement 






CAMPHOR MEMORIAL UMC 



ural Gumbo 


dren 




The community of Scotlandville 
is situated between the Baton 
Rouge Metropolitan Airport and 
Southern University. Camphor 
Memorial United Methodist is 
located in this area, where many 
of the residents are underserved. 


& • 




mt 


W ith funding for enrichment 
programs having been cut 
from many public schools, 
and knowing that area families 
were financially hard pressed to provide them 
on their own, Camphor Memorial UMC cre¬ 
ated two programs targeting area children— 
“Village of Hope” and “Gumbo of Art, Music 
and Culture.” “Village of Hope” reached out 
to young children ages five to nine, providing 
them with academic enhancement through 
homework assistance and cultural enrichment. 
Through field trips and interactive workshops, 
the “Gumbo of Art, Music and Culture” program 
invited older children ages six to 11 to experience 
the cultural richness of the Scotlandville com¬ 
munity while learning more about history, art, 
entrepreneurship and financial literacy. 

The programs were community-based events 
with local artists, poets, musicians and busi¬ 
nesses sharing knowledge and providing hands- 
on experiences for the participants. “The chil¬ 
dren explored their culture while learning to 
express themselves, all the while building their 
self-esteem,” said Rose White, program orga¬ 
nizer and member of Camphor Memorial UMC. 

Southern University, as part of its centennial 
celebration on the Baton Rouge campus last 
fall, hosted one of the largest exhibitions of art 
from historically black colleges and universities 
from around the country. Not only did the chil¬ 
dren in the “Gumbo” program take a field trip 
to the exhibit, they enjoyed visits to the Odell S. 
Williams “Here and Now” Museum of African- 
American History and the Capitol Park Museum. 

Local artists Randell Henry, an art professor 
from Southern University, and Ronald Kennedy, 
a retired art professor from SLU, led a workshop 
on sketching, collages and printmaking. 

An event focusing on entrepreneurship was 
held for the children at the Louisiana Small Busi¬ 
ness Development Center on Southern Universi¬ 
ty’s campus. Representatives of the Scotlandville 
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business community led sessions on financial 
literacy, goal-setting, charitable giving and over¬ 
coming obstacles. Participants heard stories of 
successful business starts by other children 
through “Awesome Kidpreneurs” workbooks, 
which they completed during the program. 

The mother of one of the participants said, 
“Donna has been so excited about the 
entrepreneurship program. Learning 
about kids who own businesses, the 
importance of goal-setting and 
saving money impacted Don¬ 
nas understanding of finance in 
a real way. She no longer spends 
all of her money on candy and 
toys. Donnas goal is to take the .50 
cents she received in the workshop and 
open her own bank account!” 

Poet Dorothy Davis led a workshop on creat¬ 
ing poetry, encouraging participants to explore 
their thoughts and to use writing to express their 
feelings. 

Connie Lee, a local musician, led a drumming 
workshop that taught rhythms and reading 
music. The drumming was paired to jazz, pop 
and various types of music as a performance. 

At the end of the 13-week program, an 
exhibit of the art and other works created by 
the children was held at the Scotlandville Public 
Library. An opening reception included par¬ 
ticipants reading their creative writings and 
performing music. Upon entering the exhibit 
and seeing the program for the opening recep¬ 
tion, one of the young participants exclaimed, 
“Wow! We’re going to be famous!” 


“Rose White is to be com¬ 
mended for her vision of 
this program that introduced 
inner-city children to the areas 
of art, music and culture. The pre¬ 
senters were outstanding, giving of 
their gifts and talents to children who may not 
have normally been afforded the opportunity to 
participate in such a fine program. As a member 
of the planning committee, I was excited to see 
this ‘mission in action,’” said Kathleen Conrad, 
wife of Rev. Clifton Conrad, Camphor’s pastor. 

Organizers believe that the “Village” and 
“Gumbo” programs have allowed Camphor 
Memorial UMC to form a “circle of success,” 
creating new connections within the Scotland¬ 
ville community. “Local businesses that helped 
us promote the programs now view Camphor 
Memorial as an active and vital leader in the 
community as opposed to just another church. 
The entrepreneurship workshop was the first 
time the Business Development Center targeted 
children in this age group, and they would like 


us to continue the effort. The Scotlandville 
Library is now providing poetry workshops for 
children,” said White. 

Camphor Memorial UMC’s ministry to the 
children of Scotlandville reflects the “vision 
and preferred future” of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church 
by “reaching out and drawing people in.” “In 
addition to receiving support from the local 
business and academic communities, reaching 
out to churches of different denominations and 
to schools within the Scotlandville community 
allowed us to demonstrate our denomination’s 
motto of ‘Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open 
Doors,”’ said White. 

As with all ministry, those working to “make it 
happen” benefit as significantly as do the recipi¬ 
ents of their efforts. “These programs were truly 
a church-wide effort. People in the congregation 
served as tutors, chaperones, workshop helpers 
and in so many other ways. They gave financial 
gifts to cover expenses and to provide breakfast 
and lunch for the children on each Saturday that 
they gathered. Our members established connec¬ 
tions with the children as well as their parents 
and guardians,” said Rev. Conrad, who added 
that funding for the ministry was also provided 
through a conference-sponsored Fresh Expres¬ 
sions grant. 

Rose White believes that the “Village” and 
“Gumbo” programs are a living embodiment 
of Proverbs 22:6. “We are training up children 
in a God-centered environment, providing new 
venues of expressions and avenues of learning. 
We are tapping into the creativity and spirit of 
each child, fostering the early sparks that can 
uncover God-given talents, dreams and desires.” 

Rev. Conrad added, “By expanding Camphor 
Memorial’s circle of influence to include local 
leaders and subject matter experts, the children 
and their parents and guardians have more 
resources available to them to help each child 
become the person God created them to be.” ■ 




I WAS 
EXCITED TO 
SEE THIS 
‘MISSION IN 
ACTION 
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CHURCHES MODEL 


D 


LAYING WELL WITH O 
N THE SANDBOX’ 




Rev. James A. Forbes, renowned preacher and senior 
minister emeritus of the interdenominational 
Riverside Church in Manhattan, was once quoted as 
saying, “When people rely on surface appearances 
and false racial stereotypes, rather than in-depth 
knowledge of others at the level of the heart, mind 
and spirit, their ability to assess and understand 
people accurately is compromised.” 


A group of United Methodist churches 
in the Shreveport District has col¬ 
laborated to gain that “in-depth 
knowledge of others” through a 
project known as the “Sandbox Ministry.” The 
churches include First, Shady Grove and Wes¬ 
ley United Methodist Churches in Mansfield; 
First, Mt. Zion and Bethel UMCs in Logansport; 
McDonald UMC in Keithville and Grand Cane 
UMC. These faith communities established 
the ministry several years ago with the strategy 
of sharing conversation and worship and the 
hope of building stronger relationships between 
predominantly black and predominantly white 
congregations. 

“This joint effort came together at the invita¬ 
tion of the Shreveport District superintendent 
at the time. His vision was that by our sharing 
in ministry in mission, these churches could live 
an example of playing together in a larger sand¬ 
box’ that extends beyond our church doors,” 
said Rev. Kathy Fitzhugh, pastor of Grand Cane 
UMC and First UMC, Mansfield. 

After several years of collaboration, these 
“out-of-the-box” thinkers believe that their 
“sandbox” of churches has been successful in 
getting to know one another as friends in Christ 
and in forming ministries that truly meet the 
needs of their communities. 

Perhaps the most notable joint ministry sup¬ 
ported by the group is an initiative known as 
“UM Share,” which provides backpacks and 
new and gently worn uniforms for students 
in Desoto Parish schools. Used uniforms and 
monetary gifts to purchase additional uniforms 
are collected in the spring of each year. In July, 
the clothes are distributed to students through¬ 
out the parish who are in need. In 2014, more 
than 300 children benefited from the efforts of 
“UM Share.” 

In addition to providing uniforms, many 



/ 
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individuals involved in “UM Share” provide 
hands-on support to teachers, administrators 
students and parents in Desoto Parish schools. 
“UM Share” organizers are also gratified by 
the fact that many previous recipients of uni¬ 
forms and backpacks now volunteer and assist 
with collecting, organizing and distributing 
uniforms. 

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, is 
credited with having said, “I look upon all the 
world as my parish.” In true Wesley fashion, the 
participants in the “Sandbox Ministry” hold 
as their mission statement, “The world is our 
parish.” 

Through “UM Share,” these faithful churches 
in Desoto Parish reflect the “vision and pre¬ 
ferred future” of the Louisiana Annual Con¬ 
ference of The United Methodist Church by 
“engaging with their communities in significant 
ways.” But equally important is the relationship 


building among these diverse congregations and 
the witness that it provides to the world at large. 

“Positive relationships and deeper friend¬ 
ships have developed among the participating 
churches. We gather our congregations together 
twice each year—for a shared meal at Thanks¬ 
giving and for worship on Good Friday. The 
clergy involved are growing together as we seek 
to understand the uniqueness of the ministry 
of each church represented,” said Rev. Fitzhugh. 

Congregations share resources and ministry 
ideas, joining together for events that enhance 
both their congregations and their communities. 
On one occasion, Wesley UMC and First UMC, 
both in Mansfield, celebrated Maundy Thurs¬ 
day service together. During a joint Good Friday 
service, held at Wesley UMC, the pastors of all 
of the “sandbox” churches preached a brief ser¬ 
mon on one of the seven last words of Christ. “It 
was a beautiful expression of Gods love to see 



'It was a beautiful expression of God's 
love to see these diverse 
congregations worshiping together.'' 


- Rev. Anna Jackson 



these diverse congregations worshiping together,” 
said Rev. Anna Jackson, pastor of Wesley UMC 
in Mansfield. 

Admittedly, the churches involved in this 
unique collaboration initially focused on 
developing strong, loving relationships among 
themselves. The concept of “UM Share” seemed 
to happen naturally as the group worshiped, 
prayed and spent time together. “Out of these 
developing relationships grew a collective desire 
to meet the needs of the people of our commu¬ 
nities. We share a deep burden for the need for 
quality education for the children of Desoto 
Parish. Our members realize that poverty is 
crushing and that education is the key that can 
open new doors for people,” said Rev. Fitzhugh. 

During this past Lenten season, a total of 43 
people from the “sandbox” churches gathered 
to participate in #Converse2015, a conference¬ 
wide live stream conversation on welcoming 
and inviting. The group shared dinner, learned 


together and challenged one another to apply 
new skills in reaching out to their communities. 

“In addition to the important work of rec¬ 
onciliation that has been accomplished, all of 
the churches participating in this initiative have 
seen an increased understanding of one another. 
And genuine relationships are evident beyond 
the local church as our members engage with 
their communities. Resources are shared freely 
among the congregations to meet needs that 
no single congregation could meet on its own,” 
said Rev. Fithugh. 

The witness of the courage and risk-taking of 
each of the “sandbox” congregations inspires 
and serves as an example of others to do the 
same—leading the Louisiana Annual Confer¬ 
ence toward a better day. ■ 
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Lucas Prestenback, a member of Bayou Blue United 
Methodist Church in Houma and a student at Vandebilt 
Catholic High School, was given an assignment to 
complete in his eighth grade honors English class. The 
task was known as the “20 percent Project,” basically 
because the students were to spend 20 percent of their 
time in class working on the assignment. 


BAYOU BLUE 
AND LUCAS 
PRESTENBACK 
CREATE ‘LUNCHES 

OF LOVE’ 


f 

¥ 

n determining what the project should focus 
on, Lucas thought about his two “passions.” 
“I tried and tried to combine my love of per¬ 
forming with a humanitarian action, but I 
could not. But I realized that I had another pas¬ 
sion—eating.” So Lucas decided that he wanted 
to feed the homeless. 

Many of his classmates sold products and 
donated the money to a charity, but Lucas 
wanted to personally feed the hungry. “So I told 
my dad about my project, and he gave me the 
idea of asking our church for help,” he explained. 

Lucas attended a board meeting at Bayou 
Blue UMC and pitched the idea of the mission 
team helping with the feeding project. With 
the help of the board, it was decided that Lucas 
and church volunteers would offer assistance to 
House of Hope, a local faith-based food distri¬ 
bution center. The project would entail bringing 
lunch on two separate days to be distributed to 
those in need. 

Lucas and his United Methodist volunteer 
team agreed to pack to-go bag lunches that 
would be given to people after they ate a hot 
lunch is the House of Hope cafeteria. Church 


SO FAITH, 
HOPE, LOVE 
ABIDE, THESE 
THREE; BUT 
THE GREATEST 
OF THESE 
IS LOVE 
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members gathered each time, setting up an 
assembly line in Bayou Blue UMC’s choir room. 
“We put into the bags an evangelism card, a bot¬ 
tle of water, information on our church’s time 
and place of worship, a bag of potato chips, a 
New Testament bible, a napkin, condiments and 
a hamburger,” said Lucas, who added that the 
group decided to send hot dogs for the second 
distribution because “it was one big mess deal¬ 
ing with the hamburgers!” 

Bayou Blue UMC’s “Lunches of Love” min¬ 
istry reflects the “vision and preferred future” of 
the Louisiana Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church by effectively “engaging with 
the local community.” 

On both trips to House of Hope, the team 
gave away all of the bags. In all, 180 “Lunches 
of Love” were distributed. “On the second trip, 
we gave a bag to a little boy and he said, ‘Thank 
you! I love you!’ Those words meant so much 
to us and made everything all worthwhile,” said 
Lucas. 

Keying in on the “Lunches of Love” proj¬ 
ect name took a little bit of time for Lucas. 
“In the beginning, I decided to call it ‘Hopeful 


Hamburgers’ because it sounds decent, and I 
was originally just going to give out hamburg¬ 
ers. But my church would call it ‘Project Lucas’ 
whenever they referred to it in the bulletins and 
during announcements. When we decided to 
switch to hot dogs, I thought that ‘Lunches of 
Love’ would be a better name for the project. 
‘Hopeful Hamburgers’ was a good title before 
we started, but hope is something you believe 
before it happens. Once the project started, the 


hope was replaced by love,” said Lucas. 

In presenting a paper to his class about 
“Lunches of Love,” Lucas referenced the fol¬ 
lowing scripture: “So faith, hope, love abide, 
these three; but the greatest of these is love (1 
Corinthians 13:13).” 

Bayou Blue UMC is keeping open their newly 
established ties with House of Hope. And Lucas? 
Well, Lucas is considering attending seminary 
and a possible career in church ministry. ■ 


"On the second trip, we gave a 
bag to a little boy and he said, 

Thank you! I love you!' Those 
words meant so much to us and 
made everything all worthwhile. 1 ’ 

- Lucas Prestenback 
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.abyrinth and prayer 
garden in Gueydan quietly 

tell GOSPEL STORY 



More than 10 years ago, First United Methodist Church 
of Gueydan lost two active and life-long members, John 
J. “Jack” and Allen D. Martin. Allen was a prominent 
rose enthusiast and judge of various varieties of the 
flower and Jack, along with his brother, was a generous 
benefactor of the Gueydan church. 


sing a gift given in memory of the 
two brothers, members of the Memo¬ 
rial Committee set about planning a 
W prayer garden located alongside the 
church sanctuary. Jeri Chapman, a teacher and 
world traveler, and Lynn Hair, a horticulturist, 
designed the Martin Prayer Garden with the 
idea that everyone in the Gueydan community 
would be welcome to enjoy the peaceful setting. 

It was determined that a labyrinth would 
be the spiritual focal point at the center of the 
garden, which includes an “ever-flowing” water 
fountain, lush gardens of shrubbery and white 
flowers, and the church’s 100-year-old original 
steeple bell. 

The labyrinth provides an enticement for 


members of the church and the community 
alike to enter the garden, and to walk and com¬ 
mune with God and nature. The Martin Memo¬ 
rial Garden and Labyrinth at First UMC is an 
ever present opportunity for the church to fulfill 
the “vision and preferred future” of the Loui¬ 
siana Annual Conference of The United Meth¬ 
odist Church to “share the Gospel story” in a 
beautiful and quiet way. 

With the help of a mission team from Mis¬ 
souri, the garden and labyrinth were completed 
in 2014. 

“A garden full of white roses, clematis, 
hydrangea, amaryllis and other flowers reminds 
the Gueydan community that a garden was 
God’s first gift to humanity,” said Rev. LaMarylis 



Cotten, pastor. “Labyrinths have been built by 
churches throughout the centuries and have 
proven to be excellent conduits for contempla¬ 
tion, reflection and prayer. We have been blessed 
to be able to provide this beautiful prayer gar¬ 
den to any and all who come to visit and enjoy 
a closer walk with God.” ■ 
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE 

continued from page 2 

As we face the future, we must face it the same way 
- with a revolutionary song in our heart for hope 
for a better tomorrow, and hope for a better world. 

Hope is usually built on the tangible things we 
expect to happen. But the Bible never allows the 
person of God to build their hope on the likes of 
people, but instead, on God alone. 

Are we looking for a hope that distinguishes itself 
from the empty hope that is the world? 

Are we looking for hope that humans cannot 
provide? 

Are we looking for incomprehensible hope that 
is available only by Gods grace? 

What do you hope might happen this Advent that 
is life changing? 

Are you hoping that tonight hungry children in 
this community will go to bed full? 

Is your song for the poor? 

Is your song of hope for the homeless, who are 
not going to a warm cozy home with a beautifully lit 
Christmas tree, but instead, hoping against all hope 
that there is room in the nearest shelter tonight? 

Is your hope for the family grieving the death of 
a loved one? 

Are you singing a song of hope for the families 
living in homes filled with violence? 

Are you hoping that at least for one day there 
might be peace in our world? 

What are you hoping for? 

This kind of hope is more than a wish or opti¬ 
mism. This hope is the kind worth risking for. 

It’s a hope that is robust, a hope that pulls people 
from the present to the future. This is a hope that is 
a powerful force for change. 

Friends, we need people with this kind of hope. 
We need people of hope that challenge our tendency 
to think that what we see is all there is. 

As we experience the presence and love of God, 
very often our definition of hope changes. 

A great example is what we have experienced every 
time we have faced disaster. 

It is experiences like these that have the power 
to pull us from the present to the future. It is way 


beyond what we can see. God opens our eyes to 
something new - something extraordinary. Like 
Mary, we ought to sing a song of hope for today and 
for tomorrow. A revolutionary song. A song with 
hope for something new, something extraordinary. 

We used to have this wonderful dog. His name 
was Tickles. When he was a puppy and our daugh¬ 
ter was little, he licked her and it tickled so. Tick¬ 
les was a wonderfully large and playful 65- pound 
black lab mix. 

Every day when he heard me walk up to the 
house, he would perk up from the sofa where he 
spent most of the day sleeping. 

He would hear me coming and even in his old age, 
he would jump off the sofa, run along the windows 
of our sunroom and greet me at the door with his 
big ole wagging tail and slobbery smooches. He did 
this EVERY SINGLE DAY! 

Tickles taught me a lot about hope. What if you 
and I went through life waiting like Tickles with 
expectancy and hope that God would show up in a 
big way? Holding hope against hope that this time 
we can know what we have always known to be true 
- love awaits our arrival. 

Tickles knew and appreciated, and I believe 
understood, that wonderful, unexpected and totally 
undeserved gifts come into our lives all the time - 
everyday. A hope that knows that the one he loves 
will show up again and again. 

Somewhere underneath the hustle and bustle 
of the season, for most of us, lies this same kind 
of hope. A burning flame of hope. Perhaps even a 
revolutionary hope. A risk-taking hope. 

A longing for a better world, a more just society 
where the social order of things is turned upside 
down so that the poor are fed. A hope that love will 
show up again. 

Hope holds with it the promise that God always 
answers our question by showing up, not necessarily 
with what we asked for, but with remarkable gifts 
that change our lives and our world. 

What are you hoping for? There are 19 miles to go. 

Love awaits your arrival. 

In Christ , 

Cynthia Fierro Harvey 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Rev. Paul Dean Davis 
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Do you 

REALLY NEED A WILL? 

Yes! 


• A will can help you decide who will receive your property. 

• You can appoint a guardian for your minor children in your wifi. 

* A will allows you to appoint an executor to administer your estate. 

* A will can help reduce taxes for your heirs and your estate, 

A will is a plan for your future and will impact your loved ones, your 
estate, and your church in countless ways. 

Our FREE guide to planning your will can help you with this process, 
to provide for your loved ones and your church after you're gone. 


A- 

JF UNITED METHODIST 

It FOUNDATION 

1 ■- of Louisiana - 

Faith and Money Cook Toy ether b 


Contact us to request a free guide. 

www.jmf.org 225.346.1535 800.256.9317 



















